Attack of the Turtle

Drew Carlson

Eerdman’s Books for Young Readers, 2006

149 pages

SUMMARY:

This historical fiction novel tells the story about the invention and launch of the first submarine during the Revolutionary War.  Fourteen-year-old Nathan Wade helps his cousin build and launch a water machine designed to explode bombs underwater.  A diagram of the submarine is shown at the end of the book.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
Bushnell's Submarine: The Best Kept Secret of the American Revolution, Arthur Lefkowitz

Fight for Freedom: The American Revolutionary War, Benson-Bobrick
The Keeping Room, Anna Myers
Oh Say, I Can't See, Jon Scieszka
Revolutionary War on Wednesday, Mary Pope Osborne
Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H.L. Hunley, Sally M. Walker
So You Want to Be an Inventor? Judith St. George and David Small

WEBSITES:

· Eerdman’s Books for Young Readers, http://www.eerdmans.com/Interviews/carlsoninterview.htm
Read an interview with author Drew Carlson. 

· MIT Inventor of the Week, http://web.mit.edu/invent/iow/bushnelld.html
David Bushnell is credited with the invention of the first submarine.  At this website the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) highlights David Bushnell as an Inventor of the Week.  Learn about his contributions here, then explore the site to discover other inventors.

BOOKTALK:
(Pg. 11-12)  David was showing our family the plans of the new invention he had been working on during his two years at Yale University.  

 “I thought it was a secret,” I whispered.

 “Well, I had to show somebody.” David said. “I’ve been working on this for two years and haven’t told a soul.”

My aunt, uncle and I stared at the diagram, trying to figure out what it was that David had designed.  

“ What is it?” I asked. “Does it fly? Swim?”

“Yes, Nate, in a manner of speaking it swims,” he said.  “It’s called a submarine.  It travels underwater.”

It was amazing.  I had never seen a boat that could go underwater.  We all started guessing what it could be used for.  

“I know what it does.  It helps you catch more fish.”

We all looked at David.

“Nope.”

“I know, I know,” Aunt Sarah said excitedly.  “It’s a treasure hunter.  You can dive down underwater looking for sunken gold.”  

We all looked at David.

“No again.”

We all studied the submarine for a few more minutes.

“What’s this?” I asked finally, pointing to the trunk-shaped thing on the back.

“That’s the bomb,” David said.

The room got very quiet.

Are you afraid of anything?  Fourteen-year-old Nathan has a lot of fears: the neighborhood bully, water, and the mounting Revolutionary War.  Then his cousin asks him to help with a major task.  They soon begin a secret project to build an underwater machine so they can help the colonists defeat the British.  Will they succeed?  Read Attack of the Turtle to find out.

Prepared by:

Carrie Williams, cewilliams@spart7.org
The Aurora County All-Stars
Deborah Wiles

Harcourt, 2007

237 pages

SUMMARY:
 Twelve-year-old House Jackson is the star pitcher and team captain of the Aurora County All-Stars, a local baseball team of boys from the small town of Hallelujah, Mississippi.  House has just spent the last year nursing an elbow injury that kept him from playing baseball.  While he is recovering, he secretly strikes up a friendship with a man all the children call Mean-Man Boyd.  He spends every afternoon by Mean-Man’s side, reading him stories and keeping the man company, all the while terrified that one of his friends will find out what he’s been up to.  An old enemy of House’s returns to town and threatens to cancel the one and only game the All-Stars play all year.  House has been looking forward to this game all year and must find a way to make sure the game will go on despite a betrayal by his best friend and a pageant that no one wants to participate in.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
Love, Ruby Lavender, Deborah Wiles

Rules, Cynthia Lord

Way Down Deep, Ruth White

WEBSITES:
· Author’s website, http://www.deborahwiles.com/index2.html
· Bookpage, http://www.bookpage.com/0708bp/deborah_wiles.html, an interview with the author about The Aurora County All-Stars
BOOKTALK:
Have you ever had a secret that you hoped no one ever found out?  House Jackson has a big secret…he’s been spending every afternoon with a mysterious old man the town kids call Mean-Man Boyd while waiting for his injured elbow to heal.  Baseball season is finally here, though, and House is ready to put his elbow to the test in the town’s biggest and only game of the season.  But the team’s chance to win the game and House’s plan to put his elbow to the test are jeopardized when the person responsible for his broken elbow shows up in Hallelujah just weeks before the big game.  To make matters worse, that person is a girl, and to the boys in Hallelujah, Mississippi there is nothing worse than a girl interfering with baseball.  Will House’s secret be revealed?  Will House be able to play the most important game of his life?  And what secrets are others in Hallelujah keeping?  Read The Aurora County All-Stars for a great story about friendship, small-town life and, of course, baseball.

Prepared by:
Tara Oakey, toakey@lex5.k12.sc.us
Brendan Buckley’s Universe and Everything In It
Sundee T. Frazier
Delacorte Press, 2007
198 pages
SUMMARY: 
Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, is fascinated by science and likes to find answers to the many questions he writes in his notebook.  While at a mineral show, Brendan meets Ed DeBose, the president of the local rock club, and discovers that Ed is the white grandfather he has never seen.  When his parents refuse to talk about Ed, Brendan starts meeting him in secret to find out what had happened so many years ago.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
Stealing Home, Ellen Schwartz

Donavan's Double Trouble, Monalisa DeGross 
Crossing Jordan, Adrian Fogelin

Stumptown Kid, Rachel Gorman

Drita, My Homegirl, Jenny Lombard

WEBSITES:
· Author’s website, sundeefrazier.com
· Rock Hounds, fi.edu/fellows/fellow1/oct98/index2.html, interactive website with information about rocks and rock collecting

· This Planet Really Rocks, library.thinkquest.org/J002289/index.html, created by 5th graders for ThinkQuest Junior     

· Martial Arts ThinkQuest, library.thinkquest.org/C0112643/english/main.php, information about various martial arts, with multimedia and interactive activities  
BOOKTALK:
“Scientists ask questions,” Brendan’s fifth grade teacher had said.  That’s when Brendan realizes that he is a scientist.  As far as he’s concerned, no question is unimportant, and nothing in the universe is too small to ask about.  He writes them all in his notebook and, when he finds the answers, he writes them, too.

Summer break has finally arrived, and Brendan’s plans include doing scientific experiments, messing around with his friend Khalfani, and getting to the next level in Tae Kwon Do.   Also, he has become interested in rocks and wants to start his own rock collection.  While at the mall with his grandmother, Gladys, he’s excited to see a mineral and gemstone exhibit and starts talking to the president of the local rock club, Ed DeBose.  But when Gladys sees them together, she drags Brendan away.  Later, she reluctantly tells Brendan that Ed DeBose is the grandfather he has never met, his white grandfather.  

The incident prompts Brendan to write new questions in his notebook:  Why hasn’t his grandfather wanted to see them in all these years?  Was it because his mom married his dad, an African-American?  Is that why his parents, especially his mom, refuse to talk about his grandfather?  Determined to find the answers, Brendan starts spending time with Ed in secret, until his mom finds out.  

Prepared by:
Deborah Henson, deborah_henson@charleston.k12.sc.us
The Castle Corona

Sharon Creech

Joanna Cotler Books, 2007

320 pages

SUMMARY:

Two orphaned peasant children discover a mysterious pouch, the contents of which lead them to the majestic Castle Corona, where their lives may be transformed forever.


IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
Bloomability, Sharon Creech

Ruby Holler, Sharon Creech

And the many other books written by Sharon Creech

WEBSITE:

Sharon Creech’s official web page, http://www.sharoncreech.com  

BOOKTALK:
The king, the queen, the prince, the princess, and the spare prince all live in the Castle Corona.  You would think that the king would be wise, strong and brave, but he is just the opposite. So when he thinks that something is stolen from the castle, he goes a little crazy.  When two peasants, Pia and Enzio, happen to find it behind a bush and practically swear an oath not to tell, things get a little hectic.

Prepared by:

Sarah Hudson and Angela D. Bardin, abardin@lex5.k12.sc.us
Dragon’s Egg

Sarah L. Thomson

Greenwillow Books, 2007

272 pages

SUMMARY:

Twelve-year-old Mella inherits the job of “dragon keeper” when her grandmother passes away.  She has a natural gift of communicating with and soothing the tiny dragons at the family inn.  Her peaceful existence comes to an end when a knight shows up to hunt a huge, wild dragon, that most people (including Mella) believe no longer exist.  

Mella soon stumbles upon a huge dragon’s egg and realizes that she must return it to Dragontooth Mountain.  Her friend Roger, a squire, tags along for an action-packed journey filled with dangerous obstacles.
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Deltora Quest Series, Emily Rodda

The Dragon’s Son, Sarah L. Thomson

Igraine the Brave, Cornelia Funke

The Pinhoe Egg, Diana Wynne Jones

Riding the Storm, Salamanda Drake
WEBSITES:

· Instructables, http://www.instructables.com/id/Make-a-gorgeous-Dragons-Egg
This site can teach you just about anything.  This segment takes the reader step-by-step in creating a very realistic looking “dragon’s egg.”

· Sara Thomson’s homepage, http://www.home.earthlink.net/~slthomson/
Learn about the author’s books and presentations.  You can even download a Dragon Egg Hunt activity!

· Drawing Dragons Tutorial, http://www.dreslough.com/main/tutorials.htm
This site helps children learn how to draw dragons from fire-breathing mouths to the tips of their tails.

· Animals, Myths, & Legends, www.planetozkids.com
Meet a dragon, explore stories, solve puzzles, play games.

BOOKTALK:

“Something that was not a charred piece of wood glowed black in the heart of the fire.  Heat rising off it made the air waver.  Mella blinked.  It was round and smooth as an egg.  In fact, that’s what it looked like.  An egg in a nest of fire.”

Twelve-year-old Mella inherits the job of “dragon keeper” when her grandmother passes away.  She has a natural gift of communicating with and soothing the tiny dragons at the family inn.  But when she stumbles upon a huge dragon’s egg, she realizes that she must return it to Dragontooth Mountain.  Her friend Roger, a squire, tags along for an action-packed journey filled with dangerous obstacles.

Prepared by:

Jenny Newstead, jnewstea@rock-hill.k12.sc.us
Eleven
Patricia Reilly Giff
Wendy Lamb Books/Random House, 2008

176 pages

SUMMARY: 

Sam is almost eleven and has trouble reading.  While in his grandfather Mack’s attic, he is confused by the discovery of a newspaper article concerning a missing child.  Is he the missing child in the picture?  A social studies project at school pairs Sam with a new girl named Caroline.  Sam arranges for Caroline to come to his house to work on the medieval castle project for school.  Can Sam trust her to help him read and understand the article?  Caroline helps him research the article, and he uses his woodworking skills to complete the social studies project.  As their friendship grows, they learn that they both have issues with belonging. Sam and Caroline form a lasting bond.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
The Face on the Milk Carton, Caroline Cooney
The Kids' Building Workshop: 15 Woodworking Projects for Kids and Parents to Build Together,

     Craig Robertson and Barbara Robertson 

Someone to Count On, Patricia Hermes
Woodshop for Kids, Jack McKee 
WEBSITES: 
· Random House, www.randomhouse.com/features/patriciareillygiff/, Patricia Giff’s biographical information  

· NY Society Library, www.nysoclib.org/notes/2008/things_matter.html, streaming audio, The Things that Matter to Us
· Big Learning, www.biglearning.com/treasurewoodworking.htm, woodworking for kids  

· National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, www.missingkids.com, resources and topics of interest 

BOOKTALK: 
Eleven-year-old Sam and his classmate Caroline have two projects to complete: build a medieval castle for social studies and research the newspaper article about a missing child named Sam Bell.  What does the mysterious newspaper clipping mean?  Why do the number eleven, a large castle, and a terrifying boat adventure haunt Sam’s nighttime as well as daytime thoughts?  Sam must resolve the mystery of his past in order to feel safe and secure in his future.  Follow the clues to see if you can solve Sam’s mystery.

Prepared by: 
Debbie Sessions, dsessions@aiken.k12.sc.us
Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree

Lauren Tarshis

Dial Books for Young Readers, 2007

199 pages

SUMMARY:

Emma-Jean Lazarus is brilliant, logical, curious and strange.  She finds the behavior of her classmates to be totally irrational, and she struggles to fit into their world.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

A Crooked Kind of Perfect, Linda Urban

WEBSITES:

· Author’s website, www.laurentarshis.com 

· Henri Poincare, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Poincar%C3%A9, from Wikipedia, entry of the French mathematician and theoretical physicist

BOOKTALK:

Having inherited a super-logical and analytical mind from her deceased father, Emma-Jean Lazarus is in a bind.  She has trouble understanding the unpredictable behavior of her seventh-grade peers.  After stumbling upon a heart-broken classmate, Emma-Jean attempts to logically solve the problems of her fellow students.  The skewed rationale of Emma-Jean often causes amusing results as she begins to apply her views to the lives of those around her.  The socially-awkward yet big-hearted outsider becomes accepted and learns from her comical mistakes.

Prepared by: 

Laura Crouch, TharT.LCrouch@thomashart.org
A Friendship for Today
Patricia C. McKissack
Scholastic Inc., 2007
172 pages

SUMMARY: 

St. Louis, Missouri, 1954.  Black students are leaving their neighborhood schools as a result of the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education to end segregation.  Rosemary and her best friend J.J. are pleased that they will support each other in the move to the new school.  But J.J. is diagnosed with polio, and Rosemary must attend the new school alone.  When Rosemary arrives, she is the only African-American child in the class, and she is sitting next to the neighborhood bully.  As a sixth grader, Rosemary must deal with racism at school and tension at home between her parents.  As the year progresses, Rosemary sees that prejudice, family problems, and intolerance can provide plenty of worries.  But things are not always as they seem, and friendship can take many forms.  A bit of humor and persistence can help in the most adverse situations.  

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
Through My Eyes, Ruby Bridges

The Story of Ruby Bridges, Robert Coles
Freedom’s Children, Ellen Levine

Belle Teal, Ann M. Martin

A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement, from 1954 to 1968, Diane McWhorter
Remember: The Journey to School Integration, Toni Morrison
WEBSITES: 
· InfoPlease, www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html, American Civil Rights Movement

· Landmark Cases Supreme Court, www.landmarkcases.org/brown/opinion1.html, excerpts from Brown v. Board of Education
· Reading Rockets, www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/mckissack, audio interview of Patricia and Frederick McKissack

· Scholastic, http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp?id=10546, video booktalk
BOOKTALK: 
Rosemary’s school has closed, and she is the only African-American in her class at the new school. Her parents are divorcing, and her best friend has a life-altering disease.  A mean-spirited neighborhood girl is seated next to her in class. Can it get worse?  Rosemary’s sixth grade school year is one of prejudice, teasing, and hardship.  But she refuses to be intimidated and learns that tolerance can overcome many obstacles and lead to new friendships.

Prepared by: 
Debbie Sessions, dsessions@aiken.k12.sc.us
Lawn Boy 
Gary Paulsen
Wendy Lamb Books, 2007
88 pages
SUMMARY: 
When a 12-year-old boy receives a used riding lawnmower for his birthday, he has no idea it will turn into a lesson in business principles – or that it will lead to riches. To earn money to buy a tube for his bicycle tire, the boy starts mowing lawns. When he can’t keep up with the demand for his services, he expands his labor force. Then he meets an online stock trader who helps him with some investments (including sponsoring a prize fighter).  In the end he learns the truth of what his grandmother said, “If you take good care of your tools, they will take care of you!” 
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 

The Lemonade War, Jacqueline Davies
Lunch Money, Andrew Clements
The Haymeadow, Gary Paulsen

My Life in Dog Years, Gary Paulsen

Rich Dad’s Escape from the Rat Race: How to Become a Rich Kid by Following Rich Dad’s
     Advice, Robert Kiyosaki
WEBSITES: 
· Gary Paulsen, http://www.randomhouse.com/features/garypaulsen/, the author’s home page with interview questions and information about his books
· About.com/Kids and Money, http://kidmoney.about.com/, ways to teach kids about many aspects of earning, saving and investing money
· Kid’s Turn Central, http://www.kidsturncentral.com/summer/summerjobs.htm, lists ideas for summer jobs for children and teenagers
· Young Investor, http://www.younginvestor.com/kids/investIt/, information about the stock market and investing for kids
BOOKTALK:

He’s bored.  He’s flat broke.  His friends are away at summer camp.  His bike doesn’t work.  And worst of all, his grandmother just gave him his “big” present for his twelfth birthday, and it’s a lawn mower, an old one that used to belong to his grandfather.  So without much else to do, he rides around his lawn on his new set of wheels.  Soon he’s hired to mow a neighbor’s lawn, and then another and another.  One man who hires him offers to invest in stocks for him instead of paying him in cash.  Soon Lawn Boy has 12 employees, a financial manager and a tidy little stock portfolio.  Then things get even crazier.  How is Lawn Boy going to explain to his parents that he’s made a lot of money – and owns a prize fighter?  You’ll have to read the book to find out Lawn Boy’s fate.  
Prepared by: 
Mary Ries, mries@greenville.k12.sc.us
Leepike Ridge
N. D. Wilson

Random House, 2008

224 pages

SUMMARY:
A fierce current carries 11-year-old Tom Hammond over the rapids to an underground beach beneath Leepike Ridge.  Trapped, Tom weaves his way through an underground cave, determined to live and find his way home.  The cave, thought to hold treasure, does hold the key to his father’s mysterious death, a dead body, and a very much alive but equally trapped castaway.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Downriver, Will Hobbs

The River, Gary Paulson

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain

WEBSITE:
N. D. Wilson’s web page, http://www.ndwilson.com, has a list of all his books, his biography, and how to contact him.

BOOKTALK:

Angry that his mom might consider marrying again, 11-year-old Tom Hammond takes a late-night ride down the river on a raft made of packing foam.  Lulled to sleep by the rhythm of the water, Tom awakes when his makeshift raft hurls him down the rapids and dumps him onto an underground beach.  Relieved to have survived the fall, Tom realizes that he cannot go back home the way he came.  The beach yields a dead body, a flashlight, an underground cave, and a castaway who has been trapped underground for a long time.  As Tom struggles to find his way home, he learns the cave is thought to hold treasure, and does hold the key to his father’s death years earlier.  

Hop a ride on this journey.  Who is this man who has been trapped underground for so many years?  What really happened to Tom’s father?  Is Tom fated to remain underground, or will he be able to make his way back home again?  Answer all these questions when you read Leepike Ridge.

Prepared by:

Gail King, gking@ke.richland2.org
The Lemonade War
Jacqueline Davies
Houghton Mifflin, 2007

192 pages

SUMMARY:

Evan and his sister Jessie have a contest to see who can sell the most lemonade before summer vacation ends. The kids use competition, sabotage, business strategies, and old-fashioned hard work to reach their goal. This book is entertaining to the end and will appeal to girls as well as boys. This book naturally lends itself to math activities.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Lunch Money, Andrew Clements

The Get Rich Quick Club, Dan Gutman

The Toothpaste Millionaire, Jean Merrill

Lawn Boy, Gary Paulsen

How to Eat Fried Worms, Thomas Rockwell
WEBSITES:

· Jacqueline Davies’ website, http://www.jacquelinedavies.net/my_books_lemonade.html, information on the author, all her books, and contact information

· Teacher guide, http://www.jacquelinedavies.net/TGlw.pdf, discussion questions and activities

· Book website, http://www.lemonadewar.com/book.shtml, a summary of the book, author information, activities and recipes 

BOOKTALK:

Evan and Jessie have become much closer as brother and sister after their parent’s divorce. They don’t want to create any problems for their mother, who is working hard to provide a good home for them.  But when Evan finds out that Jessie is going to skip a grade and be in his class next year, he is crushed. Evan has a lot of friends and he doesn’t want his brainy little sister around them. The tension between the two escalates into a lemonade-selling war to see who can be first to make $100. This book turns into a real page-turner as the kids use business strategies, creativity, hard work, and sneaky tricks to come out on top. You won’t believe what Jessie dumps in Evan’s lemonade cooler! If you want to find out who wins this battle, you’ll just have to read the book!

Prepared by:

Harriet Good, hgood@rock-hill.k12.sc.us
Me and the Pumpkin Queen
Marlane Kennedy

HarperCollins, 2007

192 pages

SUMMARY: 
Eleven-year-old Mildred plans to win first prize for the biggest pumpkin at the Circleville, Ohio Pumpkin Festival.  She wants more than anything to win for her mother, a big fan of the pumpkin festival, who died when Mildred was six.  But Mildred finds out that growing a 1,000 pumpkin is hard work, and she can’t do it all alone. 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
Remembering Mrs. Rossi, Amy Hest

My Big Sister Is So Bossy: She Says You Can’t Read This Book, Mary Hershey

Ten Ways to Make My Sister Disappear, Norma Fox Mazer

The Garden of Eve, K. L. Going

WEBSITES:
· Giant Pumpkins, http://www.giantpumpkins.com
Learn what it takes to grow a giant pumpkin of your own!

· Mere Brow Giant Pumpkin Competition 2008, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyiUnqfwgjE 

Check out these pumpkins!  See how they are moved and weighed. 
BOOKTALK: 

Mildred plans to have the biggest pumpkin at the Circleville, Ohio Pumpkin Festival.  And by big, I mean more than 1000 pounds!  Of pumpkin!!  This is no small task, and Mildred knows that it requires a certain level of attention.  Unfortunately, Mildred’s aunt sees this attention as an unusual obsession for an eleven-year-old girl.  She should be excited about new clothes and boys and other girly things.  But Mildred is set on growing a giant pumpkin worthy of the competition.  See, Mildred’s mother was a big fan of the pumpkin festival.  And, since she died when Mildred was six years old, Mildred figures this is a good way to connect with her.  But growing a giant pumpkin is hard work, and Mildred soon finds that she cannot do it all alone.

Prepared by:

Jana L. Jones, jonesj@ccpl.org
The Mysterious Benedict Society 
Trenton Lee Stewart 
Little, Brown and Company, 2007
485 pages

SUMMARY: 
A mysterious eccentric recruits four equally eccentric children to become undercover agents at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened in order to help him try to stop an evil man from taking over the world.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Perilous Journey, Trenton Lee Stewart 
The Westing Game, Ellen Raskin

The Invention of Hugo Cabret, Brian Selznick
The Willoughbys, Lois Lowry
WEBSITES: 
· Interview with author, kidsreads.com/authors/au-stewart-trenton-lee.asp
Read an interview with author Trenton Lee Stewart to find out which character he identifies with the most and much more.

· Official Mysterious Benedict Society Website, mysteriousbenedictsociety.com
Try your hand at some tricky puzzles and games and find out more about the characters and the book.

BOOKTALK: 
“Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?” So begins an intriguing but mysterious newspaper advertisement that catches the curious eye of young orphan Reynie Muldoon and forever changes the lives of four adventuresome children.  It turns out that Reynie isn’t the only one who is intrigued; dozens of similarly curious children are also interested. The children find out that they will need to take a test to see if they are fit to go on a secret mission meant for only the most talented children.  Only four children, two boys and two girls, pass the test and meet the requirements to go on the mission.  After getting to know each other, they discover that each used his own special talents to solve the puzzles and questions on the test in a different way.  They soon meet their trainer - the mysterious, narcoleptic Mr. Benedict - and find that they have been recruited to fight evil in some way, but they still aren’t sure just how.  They learn from Mr. Benedict that they will be going undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, a boarding school located across the harbor on Nomansan Island.  Once there, they find out a lot of interesting things about the Institute, first and foremost that the only rule is that there are no rules.  They also find an unbelievable series of hidden tunnels beneath the Institute.  Read The Mysterious Benedict Society to find out what Reynie, Sticky, Constance, and Kate learn about Mr. Curtain’s evil plans as they crack codes and solve puzzles at the Institute, all in the name of trying to save the world.

Prepared by: 
Jenny Dilworth, jdilworth@myrcpl.com
The Mysterious Case of the Allbright Academy
Diane Stanley

HarperCollins, 2008

258 pages

SUMMARY:
Eighth-grader Franny, along with her sister Zoe and Zoe’s twin brother, J.D., have all been asked to attend prestigious Allbright Academy, where everyone is on their way to a very bright future.  When her best friend from home and even J.D. comment on how much she and her school friends have changed (and not always in good ways), Franny starts investigating why.  Together the friends uncover a sinister plot that not only affects the students, but ultimately aims to overthrow the American government.  How they manage to bring everyone to justice will appeal to mystery and CSI fans everywhere.  

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
The Mysterious Matter of I. M. Fine, Diane Stanley

The Mysterious Benedict Society, Trenton Lee Stewart

Chasing Vermeer, Blue Balliet

WEBSITE:
Welcome to my Tweendom: a blog filled with books for Tweensters,  http://tweendom.blogspot.com/2007/12/mysterious-case-of-allbright-academy.html
Written by a school librarian, this blog reviews books that address the interests of tweens (4th to 8th grade).  A great site for finding what you want to read next.

BOOKTALK:
Allbright Academy has graduates in major science and political positions all over the world.  Even the Vice President went there.  Its students are the best of the best from schools all over the country.  The campus is beautiful, the students are well behaved, the classes are fantastic, and the food is great.  Perfect, right?  That’s what Franny and her family think when her sister, Zoe, a sixth-grader, gets invited to attend the school, and Franny and their brother J.D. get to join her.  At Allbright, a person’s flaws are corrected.  Got bad teeth?  Soon they’ll be sparkling white.  Do you slouch when you walk?  Soon you’ll be standing tall.  Having trouble with math?  They’ll find you a special tutor.  In fact, everyone is beautiful, brilliant, and so well behaved it’s unbelievable.  After one friend and her own brother let Franny and her friends know that some of their great changes aren’t really so great, the friends begin to investigate what is going on and find out a terrible secret about just why the people at Allbright are so special.  What makes people tick at Allbright?  You’ll find out if you read The Mysterious Case of the Allbright Academy by Diane Stanley.

Prepared by: 
Jill Q. Altman, jaltman@saluda.k12.sc.us
No Talking!
Andrew Clements

Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, 2007

160 pages 

SUMMARY: 

When Dave Packer challenges fellow fifth-grader Lynsey Burgess to a “no talking” contest, with the boys competing against the girls, they find that it’s much more difficult than they had anticipated. 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
The Homework Machine, Dan Gutman 

The Boys Start the War series, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Who Put That Hair on My Toothbrush? Jerry Spinelli

Six Haunted Hairdos, Gregory Maguire

Boys Are Dogs, Leslie Margolis

The Secret Language of Girls, Frances O’Roark Dowell

WEBSITES: 

· Author Andrew Clements’ official website, http://www.andrewclements.com
The author talks about his life and his books.
· Scholastic’s Andrew Clements Author website, http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=2883
The author talks about his life, becoming a writer, and how he comes up with the ideas for his many books.

· Mohandas Gandhi Quick Facts,  http://encarta.msn.com/media_461577155/mohandas_gandhi_quick_facts.html
Fast facts regarding Gandhi’s life and accomplishments.

· Silence, http://www.annabelle.net/topics/silence.php
Quotes on silence by writers and famous people in history.

BOOKTALK: 
Andrew Clements brings fifth graders to life in No Talking!  Dubbed the Unshushables by their teachers and principal, the fifth graders at Laketon Elementary talk all the time. When student Dave Packer reads that Gandhi spent one day each week in complete silence, Dave does an experiment on his own, trying to do likewise.  But when he hears his female fifth-grade nemisis, Lynsey Burgess, going on and on during lunch, he breaks his silence by shouting at her.  After several exchanges, mostly about who talks the most, the boys or the girls, Dave and Lynsey challenge each other and the rest of the fifth graders not to talk for three days, except in three-word responses to parents and teachers.  Though it’s a “war,” they must become very thoughtful and creative with their words.  They draw up the rules, boys against girls, and the contest begins!  
Prepared by: 
Amber Keeran, amber.keeran@spart1.org
On the Wings of Heroes

Richard Peck

Dial Books, 2007

149 pages

SUMMARY:

Davy Bowman’s heroes are his Dad and brother Bill.  Dad served in World War I and has a bum arm as well as strong memories.  His brother Bill is training with the Air Force as the story unfolds.  Davy tells about how life goes on as he worries about his brother and collects scrap metal, newspapers, and milkweed for the war effort.  It’s not all about work; Davy and his friend Scooter find themselves in a few scrapes.  They have a memorable run-in with Miss Titus when they get caught in her barn looking at her old Chevy.  Then Miss Titus shows up at school when their pretty young teacher quits and, with the teacher shortage, Miss Titus steps in to teach their class.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
A Year Down Yonder, Richard Peck

A Long Way from Chicago, Richard Peck

A boy at War: a novel of Pearl Harbor, Harry Mazer

The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins: a World War II Soldier, Walter Dean Myers

WEBSITES:
Information about author Richard Peck:

· Dial Books Penguin Group, http://us.penguingroup.com/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,9780803730816,00.html
· Carol Hurst’s Children’s Literature, http://www.carolhurst.com/authors/rpeck.html
BOOKTALK:

Davy Bowman’s heroes are his Dad and brother Bill.  His dad served in the first World War, and now his brother is a Cadet in training with the Air Force.  Davy fills his days collecting scrap metal, newspaper, and milkweed for the war effort.  Davy and his friend Scooter find themselves on the wrong end of a shotgun after they are caught snooping in an old barn.  Miss Titus, “who looked like a walnut with a mustache,” was on the other end of the gun.  She is one of the typically colorful characters in this book by Richard Peck.  For a nostalgic look at small town USA during World War II, read 

On the Wings of Heroes.


Prepared by:
Karen Bennett Waterfield, kwaterfield@scsd2.k12.sc.us
Paint the Wind

Pam Munoz Ryan

Scholastic, 2007

327 pages

SUMMARY:
Maya’s parents died in a car accident when she was five, and Maya lives with her grandmother, who is very strict.  Growing up in the city with a rich, strict grandmother is nothing like the life Maya’s beloved wild horses lead.  When Maya’s grandmother has a stroke and dies, Maya learns that she has more family then she knew.  Her mother’s father, sister, brother, and cousin are living in Wyoming.  Maya packs her bags and moves to live with the relatives she has never met.  Living in a summer camp with her aunt, uncle, and pain-in-the-neck cousin, Maya feels a little closer to her mother.  When she sees Artemisia, the horse her mother used to ride, it’s love at first sight.  If only Maya could get close to Artemisia, maybe then the painful feelings Maya has will go away.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY . . .
Becoming Naomi León, Pam Munoz Ryan

Esperanza Rising, Pam Munoz Ryan
Finding Winn-Dixie, Kate DiCamillo

Sheep, Valerie Hobbs

Free Baseball, Sue Corbett
WEBSITES:
· Author’s website, http://www.pammunozryan.com
· Scholastic, http://teacher.scholastic.com/authorsandbooks/events/ryan, information about the author and her books

· Reading Rockets, http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/ryan, video interview with the author

BOOKTALK: 
Maya loves horses.  Her mother loved horses, and her dad loved them both.  Wild horses are

free -- free to roam and free to run like the wind.  Maya’s life is nothing like the freedom horses enjoy.  When her parents died in a car accident when Maya was five, she went to live with her very strict grandmother.  No friends, no sweets, and no dancing are allowed in her house.  When her grandmother has a stroke and dies, Maya learns about the other members of her mother’s family, a grandpa, an aunt, an uncle, and a pain-in-the-neck cousin.  Maya packs her bags and begins a new life in the same horse camp where her mother had spent her summers.  When Maya sees a wild horse named Artemisia, it’s love at first sight.  Artemisia used to be her mother’s horse, but was released back into the wild when Maya’s mother left for college.  If only Maya could get close to Artemisia, maybe then she could feel close to her mother again, be comfortable with her new family, and find a place to call home.

Prepared by:

Renee Murray, murrayr@Berkeley.k12.sc.us
Rickshaw Girl
Mitali Perkins
Charlesbridge, 2007
91 pages

SUMMARY: 

Naima, one of the best alpana designers in her village, often wins prizes for the patterns she creates on the path outside her home. At age ten, however, she wants to help her father earn money for the family, the way her friend Saleem helps his father. But in Bangladesh, a girl is supposed to help her mother at home. With creativity and determination, Naima finds an unusual way to get her wish.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
When Heaven Fell, Carolyn Marsden

Silk Umbrellas, Carolyn Marsden

When My Name Was Keoko, Linda Sue Park

Bangladesh (non-fiction), Tamra B. Orr
WEBSITES: 
· Mitali’s Fire Escape, www.mitaliperkins.com.  This is the author’s own page, which links readers to her blog and to information about her books.

· Rickshaw Girl: A Discussion and Activity Guide, www.charlesbridge.com/client/client_pdfs/downloadables/RickshawGirlGuIde.pdfDeveloped by the publisher and the author, this site includes questions and activities related to class discussions of the book.

BOOKTALK:
Naima lives in Bangladesh. Her best friend Saleem helps his father earn money by driving their rickshaw, but Naima is not allowed to do this because she is a girl. She is not even supposed to play with Saleem any more now that she is ten. Naima is not content with just helping her mother at home. Even creating prize-winning alpana patterns with crushed rice powder and colored chalk no longer feels satisfying. She wants to earn money. With Saleem’s help, Naima goes disguised as a boy to find a job painting rickshaws. But to her surprise, the new shop owner is a woman who will hire her only because she is a girl! With her artistic talent and determination, and with her father’s permission, it looks as if Naima’s dreams will come true.
Prepared by:
Lois Rauch Gibson, lgibson@coker.edu or loisgibson@aol.com
Swindle
Gordon Korman
Scholastic Press, 2008
252 pages
SUMMARY:

Griffin Bing plans a spooky sleepover for his sixth grade friends in a haunted house that is about to be demolished.  What he and his friends don’t plan is finding a rare and very valuable Babe Ruth baseball card hidden in the house.  When a crooked collector tricks him out of the million-dollar card, Griffin becomes a “Man with a Plan.”  However, things don’t always go as planned for Griffin and friends as they use their unique talents to reclaim the card.  

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
The Pirates of Slaughter Bay, Howard Hilborn
Once Upon a Crime, Michael Buckley
Cam Jansen and the Mystery Writer’s Mystery, David Adler
Nancy Drew series, Carolyn Keene
Hardy Boys series, Franklin Dixon
WEBSITE: 

MysteryNet for Kids, http://kids.mysterynet.com.  This website celebrates kids’ love of mysteries with links to free online mysteries, scary stories, bios of great mystery authors, and lesson plans for teachers. 
BOOKTALK: 
Swin-dle: To cheat out of property or money.  That is how Webster’s defines the verb.  But what if Swindle means a person?  Then you define Swin-dle as a very mean collector whose real name is S. Wendal Palomina.  And what if he has swindled you out of a million-dollar Babe Ruth baseball card?  That’s what has happened to Griffin Bing and his sixth grade friends.  Griffin becomes a “Man with a Plan,” as he and his friends use their unique talents to get back the Babe Ruth baseball card they found on their haunted house sleepover.  However, even the best plans don’t always turn out the way you hope, especially when you add in guard dogs, security systems, and secret hiding places.   

Prepared by: 
Debra Belue, debbie.belue@spart1.org
Two-Minute Drill

Mike Lupica

Philomel Books, 2007

180 pages

SUMMARY: 
Scott is a brain at academics and just the opposite when it comes to sports.  However, that doesn’t hinder his love of football.  When he makes friends with Chris, the quarterback of the football team, Chris encourages Scott to try out for the team.  What Chris doesn’t know is the secret Scott’s keeping and what his own secret might mean for him and the team.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
Hot Hands and others in the Comeback Kids Series, Mike Lupica 

Football Genius, Tim Green

The Team That Couldn’t Lose: Who is Sending the Plays that Make the Team

    Unstoppable, Matt Christopher

Other sports fiction by Matt Christopher

WEBSITES: 
· Mike Lupica’s official website, http://www.mikelupicabooks.com/index.html, includes biographical information as well as summaries of his books and a question and answer section with the author.

· Children’s Books for Parent and Teachers, http://childrensbooksforparents.com/two-minute-drill-mike-lupicas-comeback-kids/, allows children and adults to view comments about this book from others and to post a response as well.  This website also provides book reviews and recommendations from teachers in various categories.

· Walden Media, http://www.walden.com/walden/search/results.php?sa=Search%20Walden.com&q=two%20minute%20drill&cof=FORID%3A11&cx=016246305833094839617%3Aylmwbrgn1oo#507, provides a list of discussion questions for consideration while reading and/or using this book in the classroom.  Questions can be downloaded in PDF or HTML format.

BOOKTALK: 
Scott’s the new kid in school – again!  This time it doesn’t seem any different either; he eats lunch alone, gets bullied by the biggest kid in the sixth grade, and has no friends.  However, one fateful day changes everything.  Chris Conlan, the coolest kid in school, comes to Scott’s rescue when he sees him being bullied by Jimmy Dolan.  Chris and Scott strike up a friendship based on the “love of their dogs” and football.  What they soon find out is that each one has a secret that they don’t want anyone else knowing.  Can they keep each other’s secret and their friendship, and how will these secrets affect the football team?

Prepared by: 
Rebecca Adams, radams@mce.gcsd.k12.sc.us
