Kindle 3 (or the Latest Generation)

Amazon Page:  http://amzn.to/gLuSU3

Video Review of Kindle 3:  http://bit.ly/gbnPzA

I was one of those skeptics who kept waiting for the perfect eReader device; friends and family members had bought various eReaders and urged me to get one. One day as I was out shopping, I stopped in Best Buy and was able to get some hands on time with several different eReaders.  Hands down, the Kindle was the easiest to use so I decided to take the plunge and request one for Christmas.

Choices:

Kindle Wi-Fi			$139.00
Kindle 3G + Wi-Fi		$189.00


I chose the Kindle Wi-Fi & 3G 
· To be able to download books when I didn’t have Wi-Fi access
· To be able to use the Experimental Web Browser on the go
· I like to have choices!

Kindle 3 and Kindle features (in no particular order):

1. Quick and easy shopping on the Kindle Store.  If you accidentally push the “Buy” button while on a page, on the next page you taken to, you will see “Purchased by accident? Cancel this order.” Click on it to cancel the order.
2. Dictionary – move the cursor so that it is directly before the word you wish to have defined.
3. Page turning options on both the left and right hand sides of the Kindle make reading so easy!
4. VERY quick page turns.
5. You can organize books by Collections – easy to create and add to or delete from.
6. You can keep books you bought from Kindle either on your Kindle or archived on Amazon.  You can quickly remove content from your Kindle to your archives and vice versa.  Fewer books displaying in your menu makes it easier to find the book you want.
7. You can highlight and make notes on books.  These are then added to a file called “My Clippings.”  This is a searchable file so that you can find ALL of your notes without having to go from book to book to locate them.  You can also transfer the My Clippings file to your computer.
8. You can add bookmarks to your books.
9. You can have up to six devices on your Amazon account (Using Kindle apps, I have my iPhone, my iPod Touch, and my computer on my account along with the Kindle itself).  If you begin reading a book on your Kindle but forget to take it with you, you can also download the book to these other devices.  The devices will sync with one another – so that if I read several pages on my iPhone, when I open the book on my Kindle again, I will be taken to the page I left off on my iPhone.
10.   You can add personal documents to your Kindle.  Kindle will convert the following formats:
.doc, .docx, .txt, .rtf, .htm, .html, .jpeg, .gif, .bmp, .png, and .zip
There CAN be a conversion fee applied, but if you follow the directions in the Kindle Users Guide, you can have the conversion done for free.
11. Text to speech available on some books (publisher has to allow).  The quality is about what you would expect but you are given some choices;  male or female voice and reading speed.
12.  You can choose the size of the font (8 sizes), the typeface (regular, condensed, or sans serif), and the line spacing to be displayed.  You can also choose the number of words that appear on a line.
13. You can adjust the screen rotation (portrait or landscape).
14. Search content while in a book, the Kindle Store, or while on the home screen.
15. If you have the Wi-Fi plus 3G model, Kindle will automatically look for Wi_Fi connections first.  Once you set up a connection, your Kindle will automatically connect to it when it is detected (besides home – any other wi-fi hotspots). There is no charge for connecting with 3G.
16. Want to know the time?  Go to the home screen and press the Menu button – the time is displayed at the top of your screen.
17. You can subscribe to many periodicals and blogs through the Kindle Store.  The first 14 days of any subscription are free – so you can try before you buy if you remember to cancel the subscription in that time period.
18. Kindle now has a lending feature.  You can lend certain books one time for two weeks.  I just signed up for membership in The Kindle Lending Club (http://www.kindlelendingclub.com) and have made three books available for lending there.  
Social Reading
19. You can share your notes and highlights on Facebook or Twitter.  
20. You can choose to see Popular Highlights – passages others with the book have marked.

The ONLY feature Kindle does not have that other eReaders have is the ability to read ePub file format – which seems to be the standard ePublishing format.  That means I cannot borrow library books on my Kindle.
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