Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart
Candace Fleming
Schwarts & Wade Books, 2011
110 pages
SUMMARY: 
Amelia Earhart, the most famous female pilot of all time, disappeared over the Pacific Ocean in 1937 just six weeks after she set out to be the first female to circumnavigate the globe. Author, Candace Fleming takes readers on a journey through the life of Amelia Earhart, talking about her childhood, her life as a woman and a pilot and the search for her missing plane. Flemming uses photographs, maps of Amelia’s route and handwritten documents to give the reader the feeling that they are actually living in 1937. 
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 
Blizzards of Glass: The Halifax Explosion of 1917, Sally M. Walker 
Nurse, Soldier, Spy: The Story of Sarah Edmonds, a Civil War Hero, Marissa Moss 
Queen of the Falls, Chris Van Allsburg 
Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom, Sue Macy 
WEBSITES: 
Candace Fleming, http://www.candacefleming.com/, this website gives information on the author and lists classroom guides for teachers, other books she has written and an interview. 
Amelia Earhart, http://www.ameliaearhart.net/biography/, this website gives information on the life of Amelia Earhart, along with interesting facts, videos and other achievements. 
Ace Pilots, http://acepilots.com/earhart.html, this website gives information on Amelia Earhart’s life as a pilot, her plane and information about her disappearance. 
BOOK TALK: 
Amelia Lost is a fascinating biography of the life and disappearance of one of the world’s most famous female pilots. The story begins with a little insight into the morning hours of July 2, 1937 when Amelia Earhart’s plane, headed toward Howland Island, lost radio contact with the coast guard cutter Itasca. The author then takes readers on a journey through Amelia’s life telling of her wild, vivid imagination and how her “rules of female conduct” bewildered and annoyed her family. The book contains many stunning photographs of Amelia in flying school, with her husband in New York, her first “welcome home” solo flight and many more. There are maps of Amelia’s route around the world, passages from her hand-written notes and even a few family secrets. If you like adventure, drama and history you will enjoy Amelia Lost. This book is full of research material and insight into one of the most talked about mysteries in U.S. History. 
Prepared by: 
Adam Bujtor, D.R. Hill Middle School, Intocorvairs@aol.com 

The Apothecary
Maile Meloy

G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2011

353 pages

 

SUMMARY:

Set in London in 1952, The Apothecary blends Cold War suspense, ancient magic, and the potential for romance as American Janie Scott becomes involved in international intrigue when she and Benjamin Burrows use his missing father’s ancient Pharmacopoeia to find the apothecary and prevent an atomic blast. 

 

IF YOU LIKE THIS BOOK, TRY ...
The Apprentices. Maile Meloy -- sequel to The Apothecary, to be released June 4, 2013
The Alchemyst. Michael Scott. New York : Delacorte Press, c2007.
World Without Heroes (Beyonders series), Brandon Mull. New York : Aladdin, 2012, c2011.
The Emerald Atlas. John Stephens. New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 2011.

 

WEBSITES:
The Apothecary at Maile Meloy’s web site, http://www.mailemeloy.com/mailemeloy/the_apothecary.html  Includes Penguin USA teacher guide and more “extras”

 

The Apothecary at Penguin USA http://www.us.penguingroup.com/static/pages/youngreaders/minisites/apothecary/index.html  Includes great book trailer and other links

 

New York Times http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/16/books/review/the-apothecary-by-maile-meloy-illustrated-by-ian-schoenherr-book-review.html?_r=0 Sunday Book Review originally published October 14, 2011

 

Publishers Weekly http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/interviews/article/48394-q-a-with-maile-meloy.html  Q and A with Maile Meloy about the novel and writing for young adults

 

“The Cold War” at History.com http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war  Links to videos and other information about the Cold War, the atomic bomb, and the Communist scare in America

 

“The Cold War” at PBS Learning Media http://scetv.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=cold+war Video clips and more information, including some links to CCSS

 

BOOKTALK:
Janie’s blissful Los Angeles life is blown apart one afternoon in 1952when she realizes that she is being followed by two dark-suited men. Within a week, Janie and her parents have abruptly moved to London under suspicion of being Communists. But London proves more dangerous than Los Angeles, as Janie befriends handsome and defiant Benjamin Burrows and becomes involved in his own spy games. They soon discover that Benjamin’s father, the neighborhood apothecary, is meeting secretly with a mysterious Soviet. But before the teens get any answers, the apothecary is attacked and disappears, leaving Janie and Benjamin to guard the Pharmacopoeia, an ancient tome filled with magic potions. Theirs becomes a harrowing mission to prevent the Communists from using the book’s magic and the atomic bomb against the Western World. To stop the plot, Janie and Benjamin must master enough of the book’s magic themselves while avoiding capture from surprising enemies. You’ll need to read The Apothecary to find out what becomes of Janie and Benjamin as they race through London to save much more than an apothecary and his ancient book. 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Betty T. Bouton, Fort Johnson Middle School, betty_bouton@charleston.k12.sc.us
Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not Reading
Tommy Greenwald

Illustrated by J.P. Coovert

Roaring Book Press, 2011

220 pages

 

SUMMARY:
Middle schooler Charlie Joe is proud of his success at avoiding reading, but eventually his schemes go too far.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…
Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Extra Credit, Tommy Greenwald
Cheesie Mack is Not a Genius or Anything, Steve Cotler
Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, Jeff Kinney
The Loser List, by H. N. Kowitt
My Life As a Book, Janet Tashjian

WEBSITES:
Publisher’s website, http://us.macmillan.com/charliejoejacksonsguidetonotreading/TommyGreenwald 

Contains an inside look at the book, a short excerpt, and a book trailer.
Author’s website, http://tommygreenwald.com/ 

Contains and author bio and series information.

BOOKTALK:
Charlie Joe Jackson is the ultimate reluctant reader.  In fact Charlie Joe Jackson is beyond being a reluctant reader, he is a non-reader and in the hopes of helping other non-readers like himself, he has written a guide to not reading.

Charlie Joe’s Tip #1 – If you have to read a book, make sure it has short chapters.

Charlie Joe’s Tip #3 – There are always ways to get out of reading.

Here’s a short list:
1. Sleep.

2. Clean your room.

3. Pretend to clean your room.

4. Go outside. Parents love it when you go outside.

5. Practice an instrument. Even if you don’t play one parents love it when you practice music without having to be nagged about it.

6. Eat. (My personal favorite.)

7. Feed your book to the dog.

8. Clean up the dog’s throw-up.

9. Run away from home. (Only in extreme cases.)

10. Plead insanity.

But future readers be advised, Charlie’s guide offers a lot of incorrect advice.  Such as:

Charlie Joe’s Tip #4 – If you want girls to like you, don’t read.

Charlie Joe’s Tip # 6 – Reading won’t help you succeed in life.

Charlie Joe’s Tip # 7 – Reading can ruin friendships.

Charlie Joe’s Tip # 9 – Reading can make you fat.

Charlie Joe’s Tip #17 – Reading makes you blind.

Charlie may not have all his facts straight, but he does have a sense of humor.  A few Charlie quotes:

You know the expression “read it and weep?” Whoever came up with that is a genius.

Books with a last–second plot twist are just desperately trying to hold your attention until the last minute.  Which is a shame, since the author could have saved us all a lot of trouble by just ending the book earlier.

and

I’ve come to the conclusion that writing a book is far less annoying than reading one.

And so he does.  All of Charlie’s attempts to avoid reading have caught up with him.  His friend Timmy McGibney is blackmailing him to keep up the farce and then when this is discovered things get even more complicated.  Charlie is so desperate to avoid reading he is even willing to see the girl of his dreams kiss someone else, but this plan is exposed and Charlie is faced with the punishment of either reading 10 books over summer break or writing a book at least 150 pages long.  So of course, being a non-reader, Charlie chose to write a Guide to Not Reading.  So what will you choose?  To read Charlie’s Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not Reading or to create your own plan for avoiding reading at all costs?
Prepared by:

Michelle Williams, Cayce West Columbia Branch Library/ Lexington County, mwilliams@lex.lib.sc.us
Chomp
Carl Hiaasen

Alfred A. Knopf, 2012

290 pages
SUMMARY:  

The difficult star of the reality television show, "Expedition Survival," disappears on location in the Florida Everglades, where they were filming animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane's family, and Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out to find him, but they must avoid Tuna's gun-happy father.

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY ….  

Scat, Carl Hiaasen

 Hoot, Carl Hiaasen

 Deadly Waters: A Mystery in Everglades National Park, Gloria Skurzynski 
Everglades, Jean Craighead George (author), and Wendell Minor (Illustrator) 
 

WEBSITES:  

Carl Hiaasen, http://www.carlhiaasen.com/index.shtml, information about the author and his books, including an excerpt from Chomp
National Wildlife Federation, http://www.nwf.org/wildlife/wild-places/everglades.aspx, presents information about the Florida Everglades and the wildlife that inhabits them

 

National Wildlife Refuge System, http://www.fws.gov/refuges/, provides detailed information on all the wildlife refuges in the US with an interactive map

 

BOOKTALK:  

Is Derek Badger, famous wildlife “expert” and star of the reality TV show Expedition Survival, really an expert or just a fraud.  He really doesn’t seem to know what he’s doing since all kinds of wildlife seem to want to reach out and CHOMP him.  But when he disappears, it becomes Wahoo’s job to find him with help from his classmate Tuna Gordan.  The show IS paying Wahoo and his dad a lot of money to provide animals from their wildlife refuge for the show.  But is it worth getting killed by Tuna’s crazy gun-toting father in the process?

 

Prepared by: 

Michele Bates, Northside Middle School, batesm@gwd50.org
City of Orphans
Avi

Richard Jackson Books, September 6th 2011

368 pages

 

Summary:
The streets of 1893 New York are full of life: crowded, filthy, dangerous. If you are a newsboy like thirteen-year- old Maks Geless, you need to watch out for Bruno, leader of the Plug Ugly Gang whose shadowy, sinister boss is plotting to take control of all the newsies on the lower East Side.

 

With Bruno’s boys in fierce pursuit, Maks discovers Willa, a strange girl who lives alone in an alley. It is she, stick in hand, who fights off the Plug Uglies—but further dangers await.

 

Maks must find a way to free his sister Emma from The Tombs, the city jail where she has been imprisoned for stealing a watch at the glamorous new Waldorf Hotel. Maks, believing her innocent, has only four days to prove it. Fortunately, there is Bartleby Donck, the eccentric lawyer (among other employments) to guide Maks and Willa in the art of detection.

 

Against a backdrop alive with the sights and sounds of tenement New York, Maks, as boy detective, must confront a teeming world of wealth and crime, while struggling against powerful forces threatening new immigrants and the fabric of family love.

 

Websites:
The website, Avi- City of Orphans, gives you more information about Avi, lets you read a short excerpt, read reviews, and find more Avi books.

http://www.avi-writer.com/books/books/cityoforphans.html 
BookTalk:
I would recommend City of Orphans by Avi to anyone and everyone who likes action and a little mystery (more like 5 pounds of it). Maks and Willa are great characters, and are much like people today; strong-willed, a little sarcastic, and rule breakers with attitude. I think City of Orphans is a great book, and one of my favorites.
Prepared by: Abigail Montgomery, Meadow Glen Middle School, trudie_montgomery@yahoo.com
The Fourth Stall
Chris Rylander

Walden Pond Press, 2011

314 pages

 

SUMMARY:  
Sixth-graders Mac and Vince operate a business charging schoolmates for protection from bullies and for help to negotiate conflicts peacefully, with amazing challenges and results.

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…  
Fourth Stall Part II, Chris Rylander

Fourth Stall Part III, Chris Rylander

Bad Girls, Jacqueline Wilson

Bully, Patricia Polacco

Belly Up, Stuart Gibbs

 
WEBSITES:  
Fourth Stall Sudoku, www.booksandgames.com/freegames/the-fourth-stall-sudoku
Play a free game of Sudoku using objects from the book.  It has three different levels to choose from: easy, medium hard. 

 

Book Trailer Interview with Chris Rylander,              http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-45WtR9Gy0
Watch video to meet author Chris Rylander and listen to a book talk about Fourth Stall.

 

Chris Rylander,  http://www.chrisrylander.com/index.html
Learn more about the author of Fourth Stall.  It includes contact information for school visits.

 

BOOKTALK:  
Do you need something? Mac can get it for you. It's what he does—he and his best friend and business manager, Vince. Their methods might sometimes run afoul of the law, or at least the school code of conduct, but if you have a problem, if no one else can help, and if you can pay him, Mac is on your side. His office is located in the East Wing boys' bathroom, fourth stall from the high window. And business is booming. Or at least it was, until one particular Monday. It starts with a third grader in need of protection. And before this ordeal is over, it's going to involve a legendary high school crime boss named Staples, an intramural gambling ring, a graffiti ninja, the nine most dangerous bullies in school, and the first Chicago Cubs World Series game in almost seventy years. And that's just the beginning. Mac and Vince soon realize that the trouble with solving everyone else's problems is that there's no one left to solve yours. (Amazon)
Prepared by:  
Donna K. Myles, Furman Middle School, donna.myles@sumterschools.net
Ghetto Cowboy

Greg Neri

Candlewick Press, 2011

218 pages
SUMMARY: 

This story tells a very realistic story about a twelve year old boy from Detroit named Cole.   Cole lives with his mother and has never met his father.  Because Cole is bored with school and feels that his mother doesn’t have time for him, he begins to skip school.  He skips school for four weeks and manages to hide the fact from his mother.  When she finds out about this from the principal along with the fact that Cole won’t pass for the year, she decides that she is unable to raise Cole.  She packs his belongings in trash bags and puts Cole in the car.  They drive through the night to Philadelphia so that Cole can live with a father that he doesn’t know.  

 

Cole soon learns that nothing makes sense.  He is in the middle of the city, and there is a stable full of horses.  The “cowboys” are African Americans, and this totally baffles Cole.  His father is one of the respected cowboys.  Cole is put to work doing very hard work around the stable and is trying to understand his father.  Before long, Cole begins to love the horses and the hard work.  Then the city decides to shut the stables down because they are not up to code and feels that the horses are not being treated properly.  Cole knows that the horses are everything to his father and the men who are ghetto cowboys.  He decides that he must do something to save the horses.  The story shows how Cole realizes that he does have something to contribute to society and that he can have a relationship with his father. 

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Yummy:  the Last Days of a Southside Shorty, Greg Neri

Freaky Fast Frankie Joe, Lutricia Clifton 

Chess Rumble, Greg Neri 

 

WEBSITES:

G. Neri, http://gregneri.com/ , This website talks about G. Neri’s life, his books, and useful information about the topics that he talked about in his books.  

 

Horses in the Hood, http://lunchticket.org/horses-in-the-hood/ , This is a website with free verse poem that G. Neri wrote about the ghetto cowboys.  

 

Cowboy Attitude: Interview with Author, G. Neri. Neri, http://bufflehead.wordpress.com/2011/09/08/cowboy-attitude-interview-with-author-g-neri/ , G. Neri talks about the writing of Ghetto Cowboy and how the character develops as the story develops.  

 

BOOKTALK:

Greg Neri’s story Ghetto Cowboy is spell bounding.  I loved it!  The very beginning grabs my heart when a young teenager has been skipping school for a month.  He is lost with his life.  His mother, who loves him and is at wits end, must make a heartbreaking decision that she is not what Cole needs.  She decides that Cole must go live with his father, who he has never met.  This is a decision that is so realistic that you want to cry for the mother and feel respect for her.  Cole begs his mother to not make him stay with his father, but she drives him from Detroit to Philadelphia, drops him off, and gets in the car and leaves.  At this point, your heart goes out to Cole because he is scared and doesn’t know what to do.  Neri makes the reader feel the emotion through believable dialogue in which he uses street language.  Then Neri brings in the relationship between Cole and a very spirited horse.  This horse also is the glue that finally brings the father and son together.  The city is going to take away everything that has made Cole feel worthwhile.  At this point, the story gives the reader a glimpse from the past of what the African-American urban cowboys in Philadelphia lives were like.  The reader begins to realize the injustice that is happening.  Neri makes you feel so much emotion that at the end of the story, you want to cheer.  The strong characters, compelling plot, outstanding illustrations, and historical information make this book one of the best books I have read.  

 

Prepared by:
Celeste Walton, Kennedy Middle School, cwalton@aiken.k12.sc.us
Hidden
Frost, Helen

Farrar Straus Giroux, 2011

147 pages

  

SUMMARY:

When Wren Abbott and Darra Monson are eight years old, Darra's father steals a minivan. He doesn't know that Wren is hiding in the back. The hours and days that follow change the lives of both girls. Darra is left with a question that only Wren can answer. Wren has questions, too. Years later, in a chance encounter at camp, the girls face each other for the first time. They can finally learn the truth, that is, if they're willing to reveal to each other the stories that they've hidden for so long. Told from alternating viewpoints, this novel-in-poems reveals the complexities of memory and the strength of a friendship that can overcome pain.

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY:

Addie on the Inside by James Howe
Running with Trains:  A Novel in Poetry and Two Voices by Michael J. Rosen
The Wild Book by Margarita Engle
All the Broken Pieces:  A Novel in Verse by Ann E. Burg

 

WEBSITES:

Helen Frost’s website http://helenfrost.net/
School Library Journal review of book at http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/afuse8production/
2011/07/02/review-of-the-day-hidden-by-helen-frost/#_
 

BOOKTALK:

What does hidden mean to you?  It means keeping the secret that your dad stole a minivan during a botched robbery attempt and is serving time in prison if you are Darra Monson.  It means burying the feelings of fear and loneliness while you sit in the back of that stolen minivan one cold, winter night if you are Wren Abbott.  The two girls happen to attend the same camp six years after this event, and when they meet, are they able to face the other – or do they keep their secrets hidden?

 

Prepared by:

Rene’ W. Howell, William J. Clark Middle School, rwhowellscasl@gmail.com
How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous
Georgia Bragg

Walker & Co. 2011

184 Pages
SUMMARY: 

This fascinating collection of remarkable deaths relays all the gory details of how 19 world figures gave up the ghost, including King Tut, Julius Caesar, George Washington, Edgar Allen Poe, Henry VIII, and many more.
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

They Stood Alone! : 25 Men and Women Who Made a Difference, Sandra Mcleod Humphrey
Debatable Deaths, Gary L. Blackwood
Dreadful Fates: What a Sorry Way To Go, Tracey Turner
We Were There Too! : Young People in U.S. History, Phillip M. Hoose
WEBSITES:

Keen Readers, http://keenreaders.org/georgia-bragg , this website give biographical information on Georgia Bragg along with an interview.
IMDb The Most Unbelievable Deaths of this Millennium http://www.imdb.com/list/TSmAAzJ-O14/ , This website describes the life’s and deaths of very famous people of our century.
NPR The Famous Meet Gory Ends In 'How They Croaked' http://www.npr.org/2011/03/12/134468072/the-famous-meet-gory-ends-in-how-they-croaked This website gives information on some of the stories in the book and gives a quick but detailed summary. 
BOOKTALK: 
This wonderfully gory book has the unfortunate deaths to 19 different famous people. It not only gives their gruesome fates but also interesting history on medical techniques doctors once used and also explains how simple procedures today could have saved these well-known celebrities. How They Croaked: the awful ends of the awfully famous is a great book to read if you are interested in knowing the truth behind these people such as Cleopatra and King Tut. It also has a page or two between each chapter on related gross facts solving the answer to some mysteries such as what happened to Einstein’s brain or Galileo’s fingers and you would not believe the things coroners keep as souvenirs.  This book is definitely not for the faint hearted and easily grossed out even if you’re up for the fun to read it this is a book to dip in and out of for stories on the gruesome endings. How They Croaked explains how the people on top became six feet under.
Prepared by:

Hannah Partin, Furman Middle School, btpartin@ftc-i.net 

Icefall
Matthew J. Kirby

Scholastic Press, 2011

336 pages

 

SUMMARY


Trapped in a hidden fortress tucked between towering mountains and a frozen sea, Solveig--along with her brother the crown prince, their older sister, and an army of restless warriors--anxiously awaits news of her father's victory at battle. But as winter stretches on, and the unending ice refuses to break, terrible acts of treachery soon make it clear that a traitor lurks in their midst. Solveig must also embark on a journey to find her own path. Yet, a malevolent air begins to seep through the fortress walls, as a smothering claustrophobia slowly turns these prisoners of winter against one another.

Those charged with protecting the king's children are all suspect, and the siblings must choose their allies wisely. But who can be trusted so far from their father's watchful eye? Can Solveig survive the long winter months and expose the traitor before he manages to destroy a kingdom?
 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY

Wonder by R.J. Palacio
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
Eyewitness: Viking by Susan M. Margeson and Peter Anderson
You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Viking Explorer! by Andrew Langley and others
 

WEBSITES

Vikings, http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/earlymiddle/vikings.htm, visit this Kidipede site to learn about Viking lifestyles and conquests.
Medieval Food, http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/food/, This Kidipede site will explain what people ate and drank during the Middle Ages. 

 

BOOKTALK

Your father, the king, is at war because his enemy wants to marry your beautiful, older sister.  Because of the danger, he has sent your sister, your younger brother, and you – along with a full staff and his best soldiers – to a deserted, frozen fortress to keep you safe.  Your father will come for you when he wins the war, but you have been stranded for so long. Food is becoming scarce, and your men are beginning to argue among themselves. Solveig, the unlovely middle daughter, must attempt to keep the peace, even though people are dying unexpectedly and a Viking enemy ship has been spotted on the horizon.  Is there a traitor among her father’s trusted Nordic warriors?  Are the royal children doomed when they are surrounded by mountains, snow, and the enemy soldiers? 

 

Prepared by:
Celeste R. Stone, Colleton County Middle School, cstone@mail.colleton.k12.sc.us
The Lions of Little Rock
Kristin Levine

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2012

298 p.; 630L
SUMMARY:   

The story of friendship between two girls, one black and one white in Little Rock the year following the historic integration of the public schools by the Little Rock Nine.
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 

Brown v. Board of Education: the case for integration. By Judith Conaway 
Fire from the rock. By Sharon M. Draper
Little Rock girl 1956: how a photograph changed the fight for integration. By Shelley Tougas
The Little Rock Nine: struggle for integration. By Stephanie Fitzgerald
Remember: the journey to school integration. By Toni Morrison
Remember Little Rock: the time the people, the stories. By Paul Robert Walker
Today the world is watching you; the Little Rock Nine and the fight for school integration, 1957l by Kekla Magoon
WEBSITES:  

You Tube www.youtube.com/watch?v=gARKMnyq0W0 Book Trailer 
New Hope Christian Academy http://www.newhopememphis.org/student-pick-of-the-week-the-lions-of-little-rock/ Animoto productions about the book

 

Kristin Levine’s web site http://www.kristinlevine.com/index.html Author’s home page.

 

Penguin Books http://www.us.penguingroup.com/static/pages/youngreaders/teachers-librarians/author_appearance/levine.html   Reader’s guide for Lions.
BOOKTALK:  

Read 1st 2 paragraphs of Chapter 1.

It is the year after the heroic sacrifice of the Little Rock Nine.  To avoid further integration, the high schools in town are closed.  Tensions in town are tight and families are concerned about the schools, their children and their way of life.

Marlee is feeling abandoned.  Her brother has moved away to college and her sister is leaving her by moving out of the room they have shared her whole life.  Her few friends tend to take advantage of her. Like the lions in the nearby zoo, Marlee is quiet during the day, never speaking at school.   As she says in her own words, (page 6, bottom of page)

“People sometimes think I’m stupid because I’m so quiet.  But I’m not stupid, I’m scared.  Scared my voice will get all squeaky and people will laugh.  Worried I’ll look dumb if I say the wrong thing.  Concerned about being a show-off if I get the answer right.  Convinced that if I start talking, people will notice me, and I won’t like the attention.”

            

The first day of the new school year at West Junior High, Marlee meets Liz, a new girl in school.   Liz brings out the best in Marlee, sitting with her at lunch and offering to be partners in a school project.  Liz even works with Marlee convincing her to speak in class as part of a project presentation.  The two girls are inseparable sharing an interest in magic squares and the animals at the zoo.  As suddenly as Liz appears in Marlee’s life, she disappears.  Rumors fly that Liz was passing, pretending to be white, while actually being colored. Marlee and Liz devise ways to meet regularly until they are caught by people who intend to do harm to Liz and her family.  Marlee must find the courage of the lions to protect her friends and try to overcome the racial barriers of her time.
Prepared by:  

Heidi Lewis, Guinyard-Butler Middle School, Barnwell, SC  29812, hlewis@barnwell45.k12.sc.us 

 

Notes from an Accidental Band Geek
Erin Dionne

Puffin Books, 2011

280 pages
SUMMARY: 

Elsie Wyatt is a thirteen-year-old French horn prodigy. She can’t wait to qualify for a prestigious music camp and hopefully, at a younger age than her father and grandfather before him. The problem is, Elsie’s daily hours of practice and her sheer desire won’t qualify her for the camp if she doesn’t get some other types of ensemble experience under her belt. Enter the marching band – full of people who don’t give the same seriousness and commitment to their music as she does. Surely, this will be a breeze for Elsie. It isn’t long until she finds out that marching band IS harder than it seems and sometimes it’s not all about the music!
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 

Total Tragedy of a Girl Named Hamlet by Erin Dionne
Murder of Bindy Mackenzie by Jaclyn Moriarity
The Fingertips of Duncan Dorffman by Meg Wolitzer
Good Enough by Paula Yoo
Band Nerds: Poetry from the 13th Chair Trombone Player by D.J. Corchin
The Line by Courtney Brandt
Confessions of a Teenage Band Geek by Courtney Brandt
WEBSITES:

Yea! Youth Education in the Arts 

The USBands support music and music educators. They provide opportunities for students to improve their musical talent.

http://www.yea.org/site/PageServer?pagename=USSBA
Official website of Erin Dionne, the author

Find a wealth of Erin Dionne information including her blog, an interview, and information about all of her books.

http://www.erindionne.com
BOOKTALK: 

Elsie Wyatt believes there is nothing more important in the world than music. Practicing for HOURS every day on her French horn and taking private lessons five days a week, she is hoping to secure a spot as the youngest musician ever in the prestigious summer camp, Shining Birches. When Elsie finds out the only option she has to get the required further musical experience for the camp is to join the high school marching band, she thinks, “How hard could this be?” That’s until she receives her ridiculous hat with the giant feather, is humiliated and made to cluck like a chicken in front of the whole band, and is told she’ll be trading in her beloved French horn to march with a mellophone? What’s a mellophone anyway?? That’s not even Elsie’s biggest problem. That’s probably the fact that none of the slackers in band with her seem understand how important music is. However, through a series of tragic events and just the shear amount of time Elsie spends with her crazy and quirky new band mates, she may find there’s a lot more to band than just music. 

 

Prepared by: 
Michelle King, Kennedy Middle School, Aiken, SC, mking@aiken.k12.sc.us
Okay For Now
Gary D. Schmidt

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, 2011

360 pp.

 

SUMMARY:

When Doug Swieteck's family moves from New York City to a small town in upstate New York, Doug is miserable-until he meets a great girl and learns, from a book of Audubon prints, how to draw.

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY . . .

The Wednesday Wars, by Gary D. Schmidt

Al Capone Does My Shirts, by Gennifer Choldenko

Dead End in Norvelt, by Jack Gantos

Inside Out & Back Again, by Thanhha Lai

Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli

 

WEBSITES:

"Gary Schmidt: Two-time Newbery Honor-Winning Author."   http://www.hmhbooks.com/schmidt/ Gary D. Schmidt’s official website.

"John James Audubon's Birds of America."  http://web4.audubon.org/bird/BoA/BOA_index.html  This website is a comprehensive collection of all the figures from Audubon’s Birds of America.

"Lit2Go." Jane Eyre. http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/69/jane-eyre/ Visit this website for information about the novel, Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Brontë, including complete chapter synopses.

"Vietnam War." Compton's by Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition.
http://www.school.eb.com/comptons/article-9277599  Access this website through www.scdiscus.org to learn more about the Vietnam War.

 

BOOKTALK:

During the Vietnam War era in 1968, Doug’s family has to move to “stupid Marysville” when Doug’s father loses his job.  Doug struggles to find his place in the new community and finds a kind librarian who introduces him to the original plates in an Audubon book.  Because the town is selling the plates to raise money, Doug makes it his mission to retrieve the plates for all to enjoy.  Meanwhile, when he becomes the delivery boy for Spicer Deli, he meets Lil Spicer, the owner’s daughter, who refocuses him and helps him to find his inner strength in school, art, and the community. 

 

 

Prepared by:

Julie N. Hornick, River Oaks Middle School, jhornick@dorchester2.k12.sc.us 

The Running Dream
Wendelin Van Draanen

Knopf, 2011

336 Pages

 

SUMMARY:

Jessica is a star runner on her high school track team until a tragic bus accident crushes her leg and causes her to become a below-knee amputee.  As she struggles to adjust to life with a prosthetic leg, she discovers that there are more difficulties than just learning to walk again.  Her new disability causes people to treat her differently, and she finds herself feeling like a stranger in her own world.  With the help of a surprising new friend, she learns to live with her handicap and dream of running again.   
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

One Handed Catch by MJ Auch

Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham

The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake

Pinned by Sharon Flake

Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back on the Board by Bethany 

Hamilton

Stranded by Ben Mikaelsen 

Peeling the Onion by Wendy Orr

Wonder by R.J. Palacio
WEBSITES:

Author’s Website

http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/index.html 
Author Video

http://www.randomhousekids.com/videos/the-running-dream-by-wendelin-van-draanen-author-videomov 
Oscar Pistorius Biography
http://www.oscarpistorius.com/about 
Book Trailer

http://bit.ly/W9ETrb 
BOOKTALK:

What would you rather lose: your leg or your arm?  Jessica finds herself asking this question in the novel The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen.  Jessica lives to run.  She runs with her pet dog, she runs with her track team at school, and she runs with the hope of earning a college scholarship.  What happens then, if she is no longer able to run?

A tragic bus accident forces her to answer this question.  The accident kills one of her teammates and crushes Jessica’s leg.  Doctors are forced to amputate her leg below the knee, and all her hopes and dreams seem to disappear with her leg.  They say she will have to work hard to walk with a prosthetic leg, and her dreams of running again are probably out of the picture.  

As she rehabilitates and uses a wheelchair until she is ready for a prosthetic leg, she finds herself facing more than just physical difficulties.  She is depressed by her situation, and everyone at school looks at her and treats her differently than before the accident.  She struggles to find out who she is now that running isn’t a part of her life.  Will she ever be able to look forward to her future?  Or will she forever look back at the way her life used to be?
Prepared by:

Andrea Knight, Glenview Middle School, andreaknight@anderson5.net
 

Saint Louis Armstrong Beach
Brenda Woods

Puffin Books, 2011

136 pages
SUMMARY:
A budding musician named Saint, who earns money playing clarinet for the New Orleans tourists, refuses to leave the city to escape Hurricane Katrina until he can find his best friend and neighborhood dog, Shadow.  Saint, along with an elderly neighbor, winds up trapped  in the flooding Treme of New Orleans and  must struggle to survive as Hurricane Katrina devastates New Orleans.  
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY . . .

Hurricane Katrina by Peter Benoit

The Whirlwind World of Hurricanes, With Max Axiom, Super Scientist by Katherine E. Krohn

The Storm: Students of Biloxi, Mississippi Remember Hurricane Katrina by Barbara Barbieri McGrath

Hurricane Katrina Strikes the Gulf Coast: Disaster & Survival by Mara Miller

Hurricane Katrina by Jeannine Ouellette

Storm of the Century: A Hurricane Katrina Story by Stephanie True Peters

Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes

Hurricane Katrina, 2005 by Lauren Tarshis

WEBSITES:  
After Hurricane Katrina,:  http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/hurricanekatrina/, Learn about SuperBuild, a Habitat for Humanity project to build forty new homes for families displaced by Hurricane Katrina. Find out how the Hilton Hotel became the new home for Dillard University, and how the impact of the hurricane is providing new opportunity for research and study. Read about levees being rebuilt to hold back lake and ocean water from New Orleans, which is below sea-level.
Blowin’ in the Wind: About Hurricane Formation, http://www.physicscentral.org/explore/
action/hurricane-1.cfm, Examine the Coriolis force that causes hurricanes to rotate one direction in the northern hemisphere and the opposite direction in the southern hemisphere. They draw energy from the heat of condensed water vapor, so Hurricane Katrina drew more energy from the warmer Gulf of Mexico than the cooler Atlantic Ocean.  

How Does a Hurricane Form? http://scijinks.jpl.nasa.gov/hurricane, The first ingredient needed to form a hurricane and a tropical cyclones is warm ocean water. This second ingredient is wind. These two ingredients form giant storms, which can cause devastation when they hit land. The term hurricane is used for large storms that form over the Atlantic Ocean or eastern Pacific Ocean. The scientific term for these storms is tropical cyclone. Read about the four stages of a tropical cyclone.
Hurricane Katrina: Complete Coverage http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/09/0902_
050902_katrina_coverage.html, One of the costliest natural disasters in United States' history, Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast in 2005, destroying property and taking lives. Take a look at photo galleries and news stories related to Hurricane Katrina.
BOOKTALK:  
Saint Louis Armstrong Beach, or Saint, as he is known, feels pretty good.  He has almost earned enough money to buy that special clarinet that he wants.  He’s beginning to score some points with the girl next door, and his dad might even be warming up to Shadow, the neighborhood dog that Saint wants to make his own.  But it’s August 2005, and there’s a hurricane forming with New Orleans in its sites.  When the family has to evacuate their Treme neighborhood, Saint is determined to take Shadow and sneaks back to get the dog.  As the hurricane draws closer, he finds himself trapped with his elderly neighbor and struggling to survive.  A boy, a dog, a clarinet, an old lady, and Katrina, Hurricane Katrina that is.  Will Saint survive?  Read Saint Louis Armstrong Beach by Brenda Woods.
Prepared by:  
Mary Cockrell, James Island Middle School, Mary_Cockrell@charleston.k12.sc.us
 

Small as an Elephant
Jennifer Richard Jacobson

Candlewick Press, 2011

275 pages

 

SUMMARY: 

Abandoned by his mother in an Acadia National Park campground, Jack tries to make his way back to Boston before anyone figures out what is going on, with only a small toy elephant for company.

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY …. 

 Waiting to Forget, Sheila Kelly Welch 

 Silhouetted by the Blue, Traci L. Jones 
 So B. It : a Novel, Sarah Weeks

 

WEBSITES: 

 Jennifer Jacobson, http://jenniferjacobson.com/small-as-an-elephant/, Information about the author and Small as an Elephant with a link to an activity page to go along with the book

 

National Parks System, http://www.nps.gov/acad/index.htm, Information about Arcadia National Park with pictures and a virtual tour

 

WebMD, http://www.webmd.com/bipolar-disorder/mental-health-bipolar-disorder,

 A detailed explanation of bipolar disorder with symptoms and treatments

 
BOOKTALK: 

 How could this have happened to me?  This was supposed a fun camping trip with mom in Arcadia National Park.  But here I am all alone in the park and I have no idea where mom has gone.  I’ll have to find her on my own.  I can’t let anyone know that I’m by myself, because if anyone finds out that she has left, they may take me away from her forever.  She can’t help it.  She’s just not like other moms.
 

 

Prepared by: 

Michele Bates, Northside Middle School, batesm@gwd50.org
 

The Underdogs
Mike Lupica

Philomel Books, c2011

280 pages
SUMMARY: 

Will Tyler can fly on a football field. He may not be the biggest running back around, but no one can touch him when it comes to hitting the hole and finding the end zone. And no one can match his love of the game. When Will has a football in hand, he may as well be flying for real because life can't touch him - his dad isn't so defeated, his town isn't so poor, and everyone has something to cheer for. All of which does him no good if the football season is canceled. With no funding for things like uniforms and a cared-for playing field, with seemingly every other family moving to find jobs, there simply isn't enough money or players for a season. Unless one kid can rally an entire town and give everyone a reason to believe . . . 
 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY… 

Bystander by James Preller

Change-up by John Feinstein

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos

A Diamond in the Desert by Kathryn Fitzmaurice

Football Genius by Tim Green

Hero by Mike Lupica

Plunked by Michael Northrup

Rivals by Tim Green

 

WEBSITE:

Mike Lupica Official Website, http://www.mikelupicabooks.com/index.html
 

BOOKTALK: 

Ready!  Set!  Hut!!!

Will Tyler gets the ball and flies down the field, sure to score another touchdown for his team.  But wait, his team isn’t complete and....this isn’t a real game.  Will and his friends live in Forbes, Pennsylvania, home to the Forbes Flyer shoe factory, or it WAS home to the shoe factory.  Since the factory closed, the town is slowly dying and kids are moving away as their parents get new jobs elsewhere.  Wait, that sounds like what’s happening now, in our economy, right?  There isn’t any money to form a town football league, there aren’t enough kids to make a local Pop Warner team and even worse, Will finds out his coach is now moving away after finding a new job.  When Will writes a well known sports company for a sponsorship, he doesn’t count on their acceptance of his offer.  He also doesn’t count on the new girl at school being one of his best throwing arms on the team.  Can Will, his new girl, and a new sponsor save the team, and possibly the town?  Read The Underdogs by Mike Lupica to find out.

 
Prepared by: 

Michal Hope Brandon, Muller Road Middle School, mbrandon@richland2.org
Waiting to Forget
Sheila Kelly Welch

Namelos, 2011

170 pages

 

SUMMARY: 

 T.J. has always been protective of his little sister, Angela, taking care of her when they were left alone and when their mother's boyfriend would get angry. While in a foster home, T.J. was the only one who could get Angela out of her bad moods and who understood why she made origami paper cranes and threw them out the window. When a fall lands Angela unconscious in a hospital, T.J. thinks about his life and Angela's future.

 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY …. 

Jumping the Scratch, Sarah Weeks 

True (…sort of), Katherine Hannigan

Okay for Now, Gary Schmidt

 

WEBSITES:

Flavors, http://flavors.me/sheilawelch, Information about the author, including bio and contact information

 

Origami Fun, http://www.origami-fun.com/origami-crane.html, Directions on how to make an origami crane with picture instructions, as well as video instructions
 

BOOKTALK: 
I’m in the hospital waiting to find out how my sister Angela is doing.  How did we get to this place?  Why did mom leave us all alone?  Why can’t she be like other mothers?  How did we end up in a foster home?  Why can’t we have a normal family with a mother and father who love us?  Well maybe this is our chance to have a real family with Marlene and Dan, but will Angela be alright?  I sure hope so.

 

Prepared by: 

Michele Bates, Northside Middle School, batesm@gwd50.org
 

Wild Life
DeFelice, Cynthia
Farrar Straus Giroux, 2011
177 pages

Summary:

Erik Carlson’s life is just about perfect the day he gets his Hunter Safety Certificate.  The only way to seal the deal is to finally go on the highly-anticipated hunting trip with his best friend and best friend’s dad. Erik is full of anticipation as he pictures himself living as a pioneer, hunting for his meals and sleeping beneath the stars. The Reserves, however, have a different plan for Erik and his family, as both of his parents are called to duty in Iraq.  With no warning, and alternate plan, Erik is sent to North Dakota with his estranged grandparents.  With only one in-person meeting and handful of phone calls, nothing prepares Erik for the life on a farm with his warm spirited grandmother and his serious, cold-hearted grandfather.  Life looks bleak for the young boy until he comes across Quill the hunting dog, who he lovingly names after the porcupine quills adorned by the dog on their first meeting. Erik finds an instant connection with Quill, but his grandfather, Big Darrell, has other plans.  In order to save the bond with his new friend, Erik decides to run away so he can live like a pioneer, taking along with him his trusted hunting dog and shotgun. Through his adventure, Erik learns much more than what it means to survive in the wilderness; he learns what it takes to survive in life.  

If You Liked This Book Try…

Saving Shiloh, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Shiloh Season, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Gemini Summer, Iain Lawrence
Dog Days, David Lubar
The Summer of Riley, Eve Bunting
See You Around, Sam!, Lois Lowry
The Gypsy Game, Zilpha Keatley Snyder
Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli
Henry and Ribsy, Beverly Cleary
Henry Huggins, Beverly Cleary
Love that dog, Sharon Creech
The Homework Machine, Dan Gutman
Piper Reed. Navy Brat, Kimberley Willis Holt
Websites:
Cynthia DeFelice http://cynthiadefelice.com/ The author’s official website.
BOOKTALK:
To live like the pioneers.  That would be the perfect life.  I would have my trusted dog by my side and rifle in my hand, scouring the land for our food.  We would sleep under the stars and use what the earth gave us. First step was to get the Hunter Safety Certificate in my hand and then I could make my dreams a reality.  At least, I thought it would help, until I found out Mom and Dad were both being sent to Iraq.  Some timing the Reserves have, don’t you think?  My best friend and I had plans since forever to go on our first hunting trip with his dad, but I had to miss it.  Instead, I was sent to the middle of Nowhere, North Dakota to live with Oma and Big Darrell.  No friends, no hunting, and I am stuck living with a grandfather that doesn’t even like me a little bit. So the day that Quill came into my life, I knew it was destiny.  Quill is the greatest hunting dog I have ever seen, and I knew that we could be the best hunting team around.  Big Darrell didn’t think so, and told me I had to get rid of her.  So I showed him and everyone else by running away from home.  Quill and I are living on our own, just like I have always wished for.  Well, I thought I wished for.   I never imagined how difficult it would be.  Quill and I are survivors, but I can’t help but to think: are we going to regret this?  
Prepared by:
BriAnne Baxley, Berkeley County Public Library, bbaxley@berkeleycountysc.gov
 

Beyonders: A World Without Heroes
Brandon Mull

Aladdin, 2011

457 pages
SUMMARY:

Jason Walker loves baseball, isn’t particularly close to his family, and works in a zoo.  He lives a predictable life, until the day he hears mysterious music coming from inside the hippopotamus tank.  Jason stretches over the railing, curiously looking for the source of the music, and falls into the tank to be swallowed by the hippo.  But this is not the end…. Jason is expelled into the land of Lyrian where he meets the Loremaster, the Blind King and Rachel, a fellow Beyonder.  Together Jason and Rachel assume a quest to discover the six syllables of a powerful word that can destroy the evil Wizard Maldor, who rules over Lyrian.  Through perilous trials and adventures, Jason learns about commitment and sacrifice and what it takes to be a hero.  
IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY:

The Magician’s Nephew, C.S. Lewis

A Wrinkle in Time, Madeline L’Engle

Fablehaven, Brandon Mull

Peter and the Starcatchers, Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson
WEBSITES:

Brandon Mull, http://brandonmull.com/site/beyonders-books main page for the series
Common Sense Media Reviews http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/a-world-without-heroes-beyonders-book-1 Book review site for students and parents
Wikia, http://beyonders.wikia.com/wiki/A_World_Without_Heroes 
YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1CUSD-vBhc, book trailer
Simon and Schuster, http://videos.simonandschuster.ca/video/806411798001 book trailer
BOOK TALK:

“A world without heroes/Is like a world without sun/You can't look up to anyone/Without heroes.”   Jason is a Beyonder, sent through a mystical portal and tasked with saving the Lyrian people from the evil overlord, Maldor.  While searching for a way back home, Jason learns of a powerful magic Word which can destroy Maldor.  Jason is a reluctant hero, but the Blind King tells him, “A hero sacrifices for the greater good…. heroism means doing the right thing regardless of the consequences….Choose this day to be one of them.” With the help of Rachel, a Beyonder like himself, Jason journeys across the land of Lyrian in search of the six syllables that can destroy Maldor and perhaps help them return home.  Through his dangerous adventures, Jason comes closer to learning what a true hero can accomplish with friends beside him and courage in his heart.
Prepared by:

Randye Q. Polk, Rawlinson Road Middle School, Rock Hill, rpolk@rhmail.org 

