AVALON HIGH

Mag Cabot

HarperCollins, 2006

288 pages

SUMMARY: Having moved to Annapolis, Maryland, with her medievalist parents, high school junior Ellie enrolls at Avalon High School where several students may or may not be reincarnations of King Arthur and his court.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Avalon High 2: Coronation by Meg Cabot

Black Horses for the King by Anne McCaffrey

The Night Dance by Suzanne Weyn

The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp by Richard Yancy

WEBSITES: 

Teenreads.com

http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/0060755865.asp
HarperCollins Publishers http://www.harpercollins.com/books/9780060755867/Avalon_High/index.aspx
The Official Website of Author Meg Cabot

http://www.megcabot.com/avalonhigh/avalonhigh.php

BOOKTALK: You think you’ve got problems!  Here I am in Annapolis and I don’t know anybody.  Talk about a bummer! All my friends are back in Minnesota - wish I was there. But NOOO! I’m stuck here in Maryland for what should have, WOULD HAVE been a really great junior year of high school.  

And you wouldn’t believe my parents!  My mom and dad have got to be the two lamest parents in the world. I mean I love ‘em and all and sometimes they can be kinda straight. They did get us a place with a pool but they are COMPLETELY buggin’.  It’s bad enough to have professors for parents but they’re like medievalists. I know all parents act like they came from the Middle Ages but MY parents went so far as to name my brother Geoff after Geoffrey Chaucer and name me Elaine after Lady Elaine.  You know, the one that killed herself because she was so hung up on Sir Lancelot.  Why would anyone name their kid after someone who committed suicide?  Like I said, my parents are totally lame!  

Anyway, back to why I am NOT in Minnesota. Mom and Dad decided THEY needed a sabbatical so I get yanked out of my junior year and stuck here in MARYLAND.  I’ve met a few kids here so far.  There’s this guy Lance, he’s a jock and Will’s best friend.  Jennifer, she’s a cheerleader and Will’s girlfriend.  Will’s name is A. William Wagner.  Don’t know what the A stands for. He’s the quarterback and class president.  He likes to read, a pretty great guy and so out of my league.  

Oh, lost my train of thought, the only good thing I can say about being in Maryland is the pool. I wish I could just float around all day but I keep getting distracted by strange things that keep happening.  Odd coincidences that are just too wack to really BE a coincidence as in like “life mimicking fiction” or something like that.  And because of all this, I am right up in the middle of an identity crisis like you wouldn’t believe. Here I am; not really knowing where I fit in, what my place is in this world.  

Well, anyway, I’ll fill you in Avalon High, yeah, that’s right, Avalon, as in King Arthur, knights of the round table, etc. etc. Hmmm, sure would be kinda tight to run across a knight in shining armor along the way…

Prepared by: Carol Ross ☺

BAD KITTY

Michelle Jaffe

Harper Collins, 2006

268 pages

SUMMARY:

While vacationing with her family in Las Vegas, seventeen-year-old Jasmine stumbles upon a murder mystery that she attempts to solve with the help of her friends, recently arrived from California.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Don’t Scream by Joan Lowery Nixon

Midnight Louie Series by Carole Nelson Douglas

The Murder Game by Janice Harrell

TTYL (Talk to You Later) by Lauren Myracle

WEBSITES:

Bad Kitty

http://www.michelejaffe.com/badkitty/content.html
Harper Teen Author Site

http://www.harperteen.com/global_scripts/product_catalog/author_xml.asp?authorid=29090
BOOKTALK:

Sixteen-year-old Jasmine, an amateur forensic sleuth and friend to animals, is actually excited about the annual end of the summer family vacation.  After all, what girl could resist a dream vacation at the fabulous Venetian Resort in Las Vegas, with its beautiful, spacious suites, frescos, canals complete with gondolas, a museum, spa, health club, and over seventy shops and restaurants?  So Jasmine is determined to put aside her detective skills, be nice to the Evil Hench twins, (her cousin Alyson and Alyson’s best friend Veronique), and be a model daughter on this trip.  The only problem is that Jasmine has an astounding knack for being in the wrong place at the wrong time.  When a three-legged cat named Mad Joe leaps out of nowhere to attach itself to Jasmine’s chest as she relaxes by the pool, it starts a chain of events that gets her deeply involved with an unsolved sensational murder mystery and the handsome, mysterious Jack who is possibly a murderer.  And when her worried best friends show up in Polly’s very pink van, the Pink Pearl, the teenagers embark on a dangerous series of events that may get them all killed.

Prepared by:  Melissa Mixon, Media Specialist

CHRISTOPHER KILLER, THE: A Forensic Mystery

Alane Ferguson

Viking/Sleuth, 2006

274 pages

SUMMARY:

On the payroll as an assistant to her coroner father, seventeen-year-old Cameryn Mahoney uses her knowledge of forensic medicine to catch the killer of a friend while putting herself in terrible danger.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

The Angel of Death (A Forensic Mystery) by Alane Ferguson

The Circle of Blood (A Forensic Mystery) by Alane Ferguson

Body Bags (A Body of Evidence Thriller) by Christopher Golden

Thief of Hearts (A Body of Evidence Thriller) by Christopher Golden

Bad Kitty by Michele Jaffe

Framed! (Traces: Luke Harding, Forensic Investigator) by Malcolm Rose

Lost Bullet (Traces: Luke Harding, Forensic Investigator) by Malcolm Rose

Hangman’s Curse (The Veritas Project) by Frank Peretti

Nightmare Academy (The Veritas Project) by Frank Peretti

Fake ID (Hunted) by Walter Sorrells

Club Dread (Hunted) by Walter Sorrells

WEBSITE(S):

Alane Ferguson Website 

http://alaneferguson.com/
BOOKTALK:

While most teenagers her age are reading Seventeen magazine and studying the latest fashions, seventeen-year-old Cameryn Mahoney is reading Forensics 101 textbooks and studying the stages of decomposition on the human body.  She’s finally convinced her father, the county coroner, to hire her as his assistant--to get her one step closer to her dream of becoming a forensic pathologist.  Unfortunately her career is off to a rocky start.  On her very first case she forgot the camera to photograph the crime scene.  Then she sneaks a peak at the body, but when her brain, and more importantly, her nose processes what she’s seeing and smelling, she has to rush out to throw up --- right in front of Justin, the über cute new deputy.  The one her father told her to stay away from.  Things don’t improve much with her next case—which turns out to be the murder of her friend, Rachel.  Rachel is the latest victim of the Christopher Killer, so called because of the St. Christopher medal he leaves with his victims.  Now not only does Cameryn want to show her father, the sheriff, and Justin she’s got what it takes to be a coroner’s assistant, but she’s determined to catch her friend’s murder.  What Cameryn couldn’t have expected was that her investigation into Rachel’s death would cause the killer to take an interest in Cameryn!  Will Cameryn be his next victim?  The Christopher Killer by Alane Fergusun.  This is a great choice for reluctant readers and teens who like CSI, Bones, and other forensic investigation TV shows.  

Prepared by:  Heather Loy, Media Specialist, Wagener-Sally High School

Copper Sun

Sharon Draper

Atheneum Books, 2006

302 pages

SUMMARY:

Fifteen-year old Amari is captured, branded and taken aboard a slave ship.  When she arrives in America, she is bought by a plantation owner for his sixteen-year-old son’s birthday.  She faces hardships, humiliation, and struggles to survive on the plantation.  Amari’s every moment is filled with dreams of freedom.  When Amari helps deliver a “mullato” baby, life on the plantation gets even worst.  Amari plans and executes her escape. 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

The River Between Us by Richard Peck

Letters from a Slave Girl:  The Story of Harriet Jacobs by Mary Lyons

Last Dance on Holladay Street by Elisa Carbone

Day of Tears: A Novel in Dialogue by Julius Lester

Marie, Dancing by Carolyn Meyer

WEBSITES:

The African/Atlantic Slave Trade

http://www.sciway.net/hist/chicora/slavery18-2.html
Slavery

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/timeline/1731.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/resources/index.html
Fort Mose

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0213580/fortmose1.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h14.html
Slave Narratives

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/texts.html
BOOKTALK:

Can you imagine being the birthday gift for a sixteen-year-old boy?  Amari has been purchased as a gift for the plantation owner’s son, Clay.  Amari never thought that her life would be so different.   Slave traders arrived in her African village, murdered her family and took her captive.  Amari travels on a slave ship to Sullivan’s Island, is sold at the slave auction, and taken to the plantation.  While a slave, she learns that friends come in all different colors.   The plantation is a place for back-breaking work, sadness, and secrets.  As Amari learns the secret of the plantation owner’s wife, she makes a secret plan of her own.  

 Prepared by:  Galena Gaw   

Dairy Queen: A Novel

Catherine Gilbert Murdock

Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston 2006

275 pages

SUMMARY: 

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school’s rival football team, sixteen-year-old D. J. decides to go out for the sport herself.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…  

Amazing Grace by Megan Shull

Athletic Shorts:  Six Short Stories by Chris Crutcher

Born in Sin  by Evelyn Coleman

Game Face: What Does a Female Athlete Look Like? by Jane Gottesman

Girls Got Game: Sports Stories and Poems edited by Sue Macy

Knights of the Hill Country by Tim Tharp

The Off Season by Catherine Murdock

Throwing Like a Girl by Weezie Kerr Mackey

WEBSITES:

Author website

http://www.catherinemurdock.com/       

History and timeline of girls playing tackle football

http://www.fortunecity.com/wembley/mueller/641/princesses/timeline.html
Website tribute to girls who have dared to play tackle football

http://www.angelfire.com/sports/womenfootball/   

BOOKTALK:

Football is so big in the Schwenk family that they have named all of the cows on their dairy farm after famous football players.  Fifteen year old D.J. has watched her brothers train for years before moving on to be college football stars.  Now D.J. if left with the bulk of the farm work while her father is healing from an injured hip.  When family friend, Coach Jimmy Ott of the rival high school’s football team sends Brian Nelson over to help the Schwenk’s, D.J. is unsure.  Coach Ott must be testing Brian.  

“We’re about the very best place for a snotty, rich, sit-on-your-butt kid like Brian to go.  …I began to realize, kind of excited, that if Brian had to help us in order to play football, well, that meant he’d have to put up with anything I dished out.”   

D.J. and Brian finally connect over football.  D.J. explains to Brian how her brother’s trained every summer for the upcoming season.  She shows him their  equipment and the field where they would practice.  Soon she agrees to be his trainer and wonders what got into her.  Her brothers would kill her if they knew she was training the rival football team’s quarterback.   Then D.J. goes one step further.  She has spent the entire summer training right alongside Brian.  She’s in great shape and knows the game.  D.J. decides to go out for the high school football team herself.  Does the school accept her onto the team?  What does her family think of her playing football?  What will happen when it comes out that she trained the rival team’s quarterback and knows all his weaknesses and strengths?  To find out read Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock.

Prepared by: Michelle Williams 

Dead Connection

Charlie Price

Roaring Brook Press 2006

240 pages

SUMMARY: 

A loner who communes with the dead in the town cemetery hears the voice of a murdered cheerleader and tries to convince the adults that he knows what happened to her.

IF YOU LIKE THIS BOOK TRY:  

The Christopher Killer: A Forensic Mystery by Alane Ferguson.

Angel of Death by Alane Ferguson

The Séance by Joan Lowery Nixon

Whispers from the Dead by  Joan Lowery Nixon

Down a Dark, Hall by Lois Duncan

What Happened to Cass McBride? by Gail Giles

WEBSITES:

Dead Connection

http://www.deadconnection.com/
Adams Literary 

http://www.charlieprice.info/
BOOKTALK:

“They are not graveyards. I hate it when people say that. They are cemeteries. That's where most of my friends are. I don't spend much time with the older people. The ones my age and the children, they almost all need someone to talk

to. I comfort them the best I can. They weren't ready. They'll tell you that.  They're not jealous or mean or scary like you might think. Just really lonely.

Everybody needs a friend.”  

Murray Kiefer is a loner.  His life at home is miserable.  School isn’t any better.   

So he hangs out where his friends are, the Forest Grove Cemetery. Yes, Murray talks to the dead, and they respond to him.  Blessed Daughter, Born 1966, tells him not to worry about school and all the teasing. She says he’s cool anyway. She says he'll grow out of it, but she died when she was eleven with a brain tumor, so Murray doesn’t think she's really an expert.  His best friend is Dearly Beloved. Dearly Beloved died in a car wreck after her date had too much to drink at a party. They hit a tree. He broke his neck. She went through the convertible's windshield and bled to death. He has several friends in the cemetery.  Some he has yet to talk to.  But one voice he hasn’t quite figured out yet.  It’s a girl’s.  She seems to be lost.  Could it be Nikki Parker, the missing high school cheerleader, who disappeared from the school parking lot after practice?  

In Dead Connection, author Charlie Price creates two very different individuals who are trying to discover the fate of a high school cheerleader who has disappeared.   Both are working independently of each other.  Deputy Sheriff Gates has his leads and his suspects, but Murray has the voice of Nikki Parker. Question is:  “Will Gates listen to a high school boy who communicates with the dead?”  Read Dead Connection, a thrilling who-did-it mystery.

Prepared by:  Mary Silgals, Media Specialist at Trident Academy

DOPPELGANGER

David Stahler, Jr.

HarperCollins Publisher, 2006

258 pages

SUMMARY:

When a sixteen-year-old member of a race of shape-shifting killers called doppelgangers assumes the life of a troubled teen, he becomes unexpectedly embroiled in human life--and it is nothing like what he has seen on television.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Heart-Shaped Box by Joe Hill

Dreamhunter: Book One of the Dreamhunter Duet by Elizabeth Knox

Vampire Academy by Richelle Mead

Fear Nothing by Dean Koontz

WEBSITES:

David Stahler Homepage

http://www.harperchildrens.com/authorintro/signup.asp?authorid=25190&nav=xx
Harper Collins Publishers

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors/25190/David_Stahler_Jr/index.aspx
BOOKTALK: 

“You’ve got to do a better job taking care of yourself,” she scolded as he shoveled beans into his mouth. “Otherwise you’ll never survive.”

“I’ll try harder next time.”

Opening his eyes, he looked back at his mother. She had the same look of disgust on her face as before.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do, “ she said. “It’s ridiculous, a boy your age, can’t keep a fire going, can’t even kill a cricket without squirming. And how old are you?”

“Five,” he whispered.

“That’s right. Five years old. Shameful.”

Our main character grips you in his struggle for survival from the beginning of the book. He opens his world to you and lets you feel for him. You want to see him succeed. But, who would root for a killer?

In Doppelganger by David Stahler, our main character must kill to survive. What he discovers as he lives the life of a teenage boy named Chris, is how powerful the human spirit can be and the power of love. Doppelganger is the uncovering of a life that appears perfect to everyone. However, nothing is ever perfect.  

Prepared by:  Lechel Pitts   

Firestorm

David Klass

Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006

289 pages

SUMMARY:

After learning that he has been sent from the future for a special purpose, high school senior Jack receives help from an unusual dog and a shape-shifting female fighter.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

California Blue by David Klass

Dune by Frank Herbert

Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer

Rash by Pete Hautman

Stormbreaker (Alex Rider series) by Anthony Horowitz

WEBSITES:

David Klass website:  

http://www.fsgkidsbooks.com/authordetails.asp?ID=Klass
Greenpeace: 

http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/campaigns/oceans
Coral Reef Destruction: 

http://www.aims.gov.au/pages/research/coral-bleaching/scr2000/scr-00gcrmn-report.html
Coral Reef Alliance: http://www.coralreef.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=62&Itemid=72
BOOKTALK:

What if your life as you knew disappeared in an instant? What if you discovered that your whole life is a lie? Your parents aren’t your parents and you aren’t just a normal teenager. Welcome to Jack Danielson’s world. If he had listened to his “Dad” and continued to “blend in”, he wouldn't have broken that rushing record and his picture would never have appeared on the news. His life would still be his life. He'd still be playing football and going out with his girlfriend, P.J. But he didn’t listen and now they've found him. Unfortunately, he doesn’t have a clue who THEY are and now Jack has taken a nose-dive into a game of survival against an enemy that can bend space and time. The rules of the game are unclear but one rule Jack learns quickly: Don’t trust anybody. His only clue to the mystery is a reference to something called Firestorm. Who or what is Firestorm and more importantly, what does it have to do with Jack?

After centuries of ecological destruction, Earth is dying. Jack must reverse the degeneration before the Turning Point is reached or the future of Earth is in jeopardy. With the help of a shape shifting ninja girl and a telepathic dog, Jack is forced to learn what he needs to survive and locate Firestorm. Jack races from one life-threatening confrontation to the next as he attempts to save the future from the present and to discover who he his and why he is “the beacon of hope”. If you like quick paced adventure, then this is the book for you.

Prepared by:  Mary Lou Elliott, Media Specialist—Lancaster High School

HIT THE ROAD

Caroline Cooney

Delacorte Press, 2006

183 pages

SUMMARY:

Sixteen-year-old Brittany acts as reluctant chauffeur for her grandmother and three other eighty-plus-year-old women going to their 65th college reunion, on a long drive that involves not only lies, theft, and kidnappings, but humor, action and adventure as well.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Zigzag by Ellen Wittlinger

Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer

WEBSITES:

Caroline Cooney Teacher Resource File

http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/ccooney.htm
Teen Reads Author Profile

http://www.teenreads.com/authors/au-cooney-caroline.asp
Tandom House Author Profile

http://www.randomhouse.com/teens
BOOKTALK:

Sixteen year old Brittany (“Brit” to her friends) is in for quite a surprise when she arrives at her grandmother’s house to stay with her while her parents are on an Alaskan cruise.  But Nannie has plans of her own, and none of them include staying home.

The plan?  To pick up Nannie’s former college roommates Flo, Aurelia, and Daisy and head to their 65th college reunion in Maine.

The problem?  All of these ladies have been told by their adult children that they are NOT going to be allowed to go because they are too old, too sick or too senile.

The solution?  Using a rental car, and newly licensed Brit as their driver, they will travel across New England, spring Aurelia from her nursing home prison, and pick up the other ladies before continuing on to the reunion.

There are many bumps in the road.  It’s not easy for Brit to follow the plan when Nannie can’t remember the names of towns, streets, or even the last names of her best friends.  But she is determined to make Nannie’s dream come true.  Find out how she does it by reading Hit the Road by Caroline Cooney.

Prepared by:  Karen Tisdale

LIFE AS WE KNEW IT

Susan Beth Pfeffer

Harcourt, 2006

337 pages

SUMMARY:

Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family’s struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Dust by Charles Pellegrino

Fall Out by Gudrun Pausewang

Firestorm by David Klass

Weather Eye by Lesley Howarth

What Niall Saw by Brian Cullen

WEBSITES:

Book Browse

http://www.bookbrowse.com/biographies/index.cfm?author_number=1409
Susan Beth Pfeffer Blog

http://susanbethpfeffer.blogspot.com/
Random House Authors

http://www.randomhouse.com/author/results.pperl?authorid=23830
BOOKTALK:

Miranda Evans is looking forward to summer vacation, which is just a few short weeks away.  She has her whole life ahead of her, but her immediate plans are to take a break from her two feuding best friends, get her driver’s permit, and convince her mother to let her take skating lessons so she can get inside information about her main crush, an Olympic-hopeful ice skater.  There would be plenty of time to make big decisions about her future later.  

But things don’t always work out as planned.  Everyone is talking about an asteroid that is heading toward the moon.  Such an event is not usually a big deal.  After all, the moon is full of craters that serve as evidence that asteroids have hit it before.  What makes this event so exciting is that this asteroid is large enough to be seen from Earth.  One minute Miranda is eating homemade cookies on her front lawn with her family, waiting to see the asteroid make contact.  Then it is there.  She can see it!  Every second brings it closer and closer to the moon, and as it moves closer to its destination, anxiety builds.  In one horrific instant, the asteroid slams into the moon, knocking the moon out of its orbit, and life on Earth will never be the same.  

Some of the effects of the impact are immediate.  Widespread power outages occur and communication breaks down.  Tides are out of control, and entire areas along the coast simply disappear.  Other changes take more time to develop.  Extreme weather patterns, earthquakes, and volcanoes make it impossible to grow food.  As survival becomes a daily struggle, people are suspicious and turn away from their neighbors.  People are dying daily from starvation and disease.  Can Miranda and her family survive?  Can anyone?  Read Life As We Knew It to find out.  But beware, you’ll never look at the moon the same again.

Prepared by:  Melissa Mixon, Media Specialist 

MONKEY TOWN:  THE SUMMER OF THE SCOPES TRIAL

Ronald Kidd

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2006

259 pages

SUMMARY:

When her father hatches a plan to bring publicity to their small Tennessee town by arresting a local high school teacher for teaching about evolution, the resulting 1925 Scopes trial prompts fifteen-year-old Frances to rethink many of her beliefs about religion and truth, as well as her relationship with her father.  

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Darkness at Noon by Arthur Koestler

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The Minister’s Daughter by Julie Hearn

Inherit the Wind by Jerome Lawrence

WEBSITES:

Ronald Kidd

http://www.ronaldkidd.com/
Scopes Trial Hope Page http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/scopes/scopes.htm
American Experience:  Monkey Trial

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/monkeytrial/
BOOKTALK:

(From Frances Robinson’s perspective:)


A publicity stunt.  That’s all it was supposed to be.  Unfortunately, my father’s bright idea turned into the trial of the century.  He thought arresting my teacher, Johnny Scopes, for teaching evolution would be a great way to put my hometown of Dayton, Tennessee, on the map.  He, and many of the other town leaders, didn’t even care about the whole evolution thing.  There was no such thing as bad publicity.  No one would be hurt.  Our town would be famous, people would want to move here, and Mr. Scopes’ life wouldn’t have to change at all.  Needless to say, things didn’t go exactly according to plan.  Read Ronald Kidd’s Monkey Town:  The Summer of the Scopes Trial to hear my story of the trial that changed my life and the world as I knew it.

Prepared by:  Kelly Knight   

The Nature of Jade

Deb Caletti

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2007

288 pages

SUMMARY:

Seattle high school senior Jade's life is defined by her anxiety disorder and dysfunctional family, until she spies a mysterious boy with a baby who seems to share her fascination with the elephants at a nearby zoo.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Honey, Baby, Sweetheart/ Wild Roses/ The Queen of Everything by Deb Caletti

Love, Cajun Style by Diane Les Becquets

A Brief Chapter in My Impossible Life by Dana Reinhardt

Scrambled Eggs at Midnight by Brad Barkley

Dairy Queen by Catherine Murdock

One of those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies by Sonya Sones

The Truth About Forever by Sarah Dessen

WEBSITES:

Official Deb Caletti Homepage 

http://www.debcaletti.com 

Slayview Interview with the author

http://slayground.livejournal.com/179977.html
The “Elecam” from the Elephant Sanctuary http://www.tappedintoelephants.com/asp/index.php#
WebMD Panic Disorder

http://www.webmd.com/anxiety-panic/default.htm
BOOKTALK:

Jade de Luna finds watching the “elephant-cam” from her local zoo very soothing, especially following one of her panic attacks.  One evening, well after zoo visiting hours, she sees a boy in a red jacket on the video cam.  He and the adorable baby he is holding are watching the elephants, too.  Jade somehow feels drawn to the pair, noticing the tender relationship between them and is determined to somehow meet them.


As time goes on, Jade lands a job helping care for the elephants.  The keeper, an Indian man named Damien Rama, understands her initial fear of the enormous beasts, and shares his own history and love for the elephants with her.  She finally manages to meet Sebastian, the boy in the red jacket.  It turns out that Sebastian is the father of the cute baby, Bo, and is raising Bo alone. As Jade gets to know him, Sebastian helps her understand her mom, how to begin controlling the panic that sometimes grips her, and makes her feel safe in his arms.  But as their relationship deepens, something doesn’t feel right about the explanation Sebastian has given her about Bo’s mother, and this secret threatens to break them apart.  Read The Nature of Jade to find out just how strong jade can really be.

Prepared by:  Leah Roche

NEW MOON

Stephenie Meyer

Little, Brown, 2006

563 pages

SUMMARY: 

When the Cullens, including her beloved Edward, leave Forks rather than risk revealing that they are vampires, it is almost too much for eighteen-year-old Bella to bear, but she finds solace in her friend Jacob until he is drawn into a "cult" and changes in terrible ways.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Sunshine by Robin McKinley

Blue Bloods by Melissa De la Cruz

Gil’s All Fright Diner by A. Martinez

WEBSITES:

Author Website 

http://www.stepheniemeyer.com

Stephenie Meyer Article

http://www.ew.com/ew/article/0,,20049578,00.html
BOOKTALK:

New Moon is the second in the trilogy, and continues the story of Bella, and “everygirl” teen-ager who just happens to be in love with a vampire named Edward. Edward moves away, abandoning Bella in order to keep her safe from his vampire“family,” the Cullens and from other vampires who are hunting both the Cullens and Bella.  Depressed and lonely, Bella turns to an old friend Jacob for companionship and comfort.  Yet Jacob is changing and more complicated than he appears.  Bella is tormented by Edward’s absence and by her confusing feelings for Jacob.  If you enjoy the supernatural, suspense, mystery, star-crossed love and a hefty dose of romance, this is a great book for you!

Reader Beware, if you haven’t read Twilight you need to read that first!   

Prepared by:  Laura Haverkamp

Notes from the Midnight Driver

Jordan Sonnenblick

Scholastic Press, 2006

288 pages

SUMMARY:

While his mother is out on her first date, sixteen-year-old Alex decides to drink his father’s old vodka, steal his mother’s car, and drive to his father’s house hoping to catch him with the “no-good home-wrecking wench” or, better known as, his former third grade school teacher.  What happens instead? He ends up in his neighbor’s yard with a broken gnome under his car and an angry police officer yelling at him.  He also gets hit with a drunken driver’s charge which leads up to 100 hours of community service at a nursing home for the aged. He is assigned Solomon Lewis as a patient to care for.  Sol is a mean, crotchety, eccentric old man with emphysema who on occasion speaks to Alex in strange Yiddish phrases.  Soon Alex grows fond of Sol, a former jazz guitarist, who teaches him something about the guitar, respecting the elderly, and taking responsibility for his actions.  

IF YOU LIKE THIS BOOK TRY:

Scrambled Eggs at Midnight by Brad Barkley

Hit the Road by Caroline B. Cooney

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick

WEBSITES:

Author Website 

 http://www.jordansonnenblick.com/ 

Teens Read 

 http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/0439757797.asp
Scholastic (video interview with author) http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=135
BOOKTALK:


What do you do when your parents get divorced, and your mom is on her first date, and your dad is dating your 3rd grade teacher?  Sixteen-year-old Alex Gregory has a plan.  A brilliant plan, not brilliant, as in, “That was a brilliant answer you gave in Spanish today.  More like a “Wow, Einstein, when you came up with that relativity thing, and it revolutionized our entire concept of space and time while also leading all of humankind into the nuclear age, that was brilliant!” His plan is simple.  He would drink one more pint of Dad’s old vodka, grab his Mom’s spare car keys, jump into the Dodge, and fire that sucker up.  Then he would speed through the deserted, moonlit streets, straight and true as a homing missile, or at least straight and true as a sober person who actually knew how to drive. He would skid triumphantly into his Dad’s driveway, leap nimbly from the car, and race to the front door, ring the bell and catch his father with the no-good home-wrecking wench.  So Alex downs some more booze straight from the bottle, grabs the key ring, throws on his Yankees jacket, slams his way out of the house, gets in the car and starts it.  Then there was some sort of drama with the gear stick and the parking brake and a bit of fun with the gas pedal.  The next thing he knows, he is hanging out the passenger door, puking up vodka and Ring Dings.  When he gets his eyes focused, he sees that the car is up on the lawn.  Not his own lawn, but the neighbors.  And there is one angry police officer yanking him out of the car, largely by the hair, yelling “Look at that!  Look what you did!”  It doesn’t help that when Alex finds out that the decapitated head under his Mom’s car is nothing more than a lawn Gnome.  

After being taken to jail, and then to a hospital to be treated for his injuries, he is later released into his parents’ custody. Jail was probably a better place to be than under his mom’s 30 days house arrest.  School was not any better.  The jokes abound.  Then there was court.  His sentence?  100 hours of community service at the Egbert P Johnson Memorial Home for the Aged.  And then there was his assignment, Solomon Lewis, a mean, crotchety, eccentric old man with emphysema who lashes out at him in strange Yiddish phrases.  So begins Alex’s adventure in my adaptation of the author’s words.  

Jordan Sonnenblick writes a fun, witty story of a teenage boy who has to accept changes in his life.  In Alex’s own words, "You can't just throw someone out of your life when they displease you," and, "We're all free to choose some people to love, and then do it."

Prepared by: Mary Silgals

Rules of Survival

Nancy Werlin 

Dial, 2006

259 pages

SUMMARY:  

Seventeen-year-old Matthew recounts his attempts, starting at a young age, to free himself and his sisters from the grip of their emotionally and physically abusive mother.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Breaking Point by Alex Flinn

Knights of the Hill Country by Tim Tharp

Shattering Glass by Gail Giles

Sold by Patricia McCormick

WEBSITES:

Author Website

http://www.nancywerlin.com
Child Abuse

http://www.preventchildabuse.org
Alanon

http://ww.al-anon.alateen.org
BOOKTALK: 

“This book is for all the survivors.  Always remember:  The survivor gets to tell the story.”  With this intriguing dedication, Nancy Werlin sets the stage for her wonderful young adult novel of a family in crisis.  Matthew, the oldest child in the family and one of the survivors, tells the story of the abuse he and his younger sisters suffered at the hands of their mother, Nikki.  She inflicts physical and emotional abuse on all three of her children, and at times puts their lives in danger.  As the story opens Matthew meets a man, Murdoch, who appears to be someone that might become a significant part of their lives particularly when he begins to date Nikki.  But not even Murdoch is capable of saving the children from Nikki and Nikki from herself.  Young adults will find themselves turning the pages quickly to find out what happens to Matt, Callie, and Emmy and how these three innocent children can survive life with someone who means to harm them when she should be loving and protecting them.   

Prepared by:  Pam Lorentz, Airport High School  

Scrambled Eggs at Midnight

Barkley, Brad & Heather Hepler

Dutton Books, 2006

262 pages

SUMMARY:

Calliope and Eliot, two fifteen-year-olds in Asheville, North Carolina, begin to acknowledge some unpleasant truths about their parents and form their own ideas about love.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson

Johnny Voodoo by Dakota Lane

Love, Cajun Style by Diane Les Becquets

Naughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman

Romiette and Julio by Sharon Draper

Scribbler of Dreams by Mary Pearson

Wild Roses by Deb Caletti

WEBSITES:

Brad Barkley & Heather Hepler Website: http://www.bradheather.com/books/scrambled-eggs-at-midnight/qa/
Renaissance Faire Homepage: http://www.renfaire.com/index.html
BOOKTALK:

Once upon a time both Calliope (aka Cal) and Eliot had a relatively normal life with a home and family. Then Eliot’s father decided to move to the woods to run a “fat camp” for Christian kids based on the idea of “What Would Jesus Eat?” and Cal’s mother decided to take her jewelry-making on the road roaming from one Renaissance Faire to another. As a result, both Cal and Eliot have grown accustomed to being alone and lonely until they meet and despite the odds fall in love. Is love everything it’s cracked up to be? In the case of Eliot and Cal, we find that it just might be. Told in alternating points of view, Eliot and Cal’s star-crossed love seems doomed to fall prey to their self-centered parents’ lifestyles. To see if Cal and Eliot’s love can survive the odds, read Scrambled Eggs at Midnight by Brad Barkley and Heather Hepler.

Prepared by:  Mary Lou Elliott

SOLD

McCormick, Patricia

Hyperion Books, 2006

263 pages

SUMMARY:

A novel in vignettes, in which Lakshmi, a thirteen-year-old girl from Nepal, is sold into prostitution in India.  

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Koyal Dark, Mango Sweet by Kashmira Sheth

Cut by Patricia McCormick

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini

Chloe Doe by Suzanne Phillips

WEBSITES:

Patricia McCormick – http://www.pattymccormick.com/
MaitiNepal – http://www.maitinepal.org/
Amnesty International – http://www.amnesty.org/
BOOKTALK:


Lakshmi’s family is poor, but they are happy in their small community in Nepal.  Lakshmi enjoys playing with her best friend, tending to her plants and her goat, and spending time with her mother.  Things are going well until her stepfather decides that she must do her part to contribute to the family income (even though he will most likely gamble in away).  Lakshmi is introduced to a beautiful woman who takes her on a long journey to work at “Happiness House.”  Lakshmi soon realizes that there is nothing happy about this house—her stepfather has sold her into prostitution.  Read Sold by Patricia McCormick to discover how Lakshmi endures this terrifying new world and what one girl will do in order to survive.

Prepared by:  Kelly Knight

Trigger

Vaught, Susan

Bloomsbury, 2006

304 pages

SUMMARY:  

Teenager Jersey Hatch must piece his life back together after he tries to shoot himself in the head, and as he rebuilds his mind and his body, he learns some surprising truths about his former life.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Blind Faith by Ellen Wittlinger

Notes From a Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick

Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson

What Happened to Cass McBride? by Gail Giles

WEBSITES:

Author website

http://www.susanvaught.com
Teen Help

http://www.teenhelp.com
Yellow Ribbon: Suicide Prevention

http://www.yellowribbon.org
BOOKTALK:  

What triggers an adolescent to want to commit suicide?  In Susan Vaught’s young adult novel, readers meet Jersey Hatch who can’t remember why he tried to shoot his own head off.  Jersey is physically and mentally damaged as a result of his suicide attempt and must attempt to relearn how to tie his shoelaces, how to work algebra problems, and how to repair relationships with his friends and parents.  As Jersey struggles to remember what happened and how to move forward, he only has two people who are really willing to help him and to talk to him honestly, an elderly neighbor, Mama Rush, and her granddaughter, Leza.  Vaught’s novel makes for interesting discussions with adolescents about what drives a teen to commit suicide and what might happen if the attempt fails.             

Prepared by:  Pam Lorentz, Airport High School 

The Warrior Heir

Cinda Williams Chima 

Hyperion, 2006

426 pages

SUMMARY:

After learning about his magical ancestry and his own warrior powers, sixteen-year-old Jack embarks on a training program to fight enemy wizards.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

The Wizard Heir by Cinda Williams Chima
Monster Blood Tattoo series by D. M. Cornish

Gatekeepers series by Anthony Horowitz

The Caretaker Trilogy by David Klass

WEBSITES:

Official Website of Cinda Williams Chima

http://www.cindachima.com/index.htm
TeenReads.com

http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/0786839163.asp
Interview with Cinda Williams Chima

http://cynthialeitichsmith.blogspot.com/2006/09/author-interview-cinda-williams-chima.html
Hyperion Books for Children

http://www.hyperionbooksforchildren.com/board/displaybook.asp?id=1670
BOOKTALK:

Except for the medicine he must take each day and the scar above his heart, sixteen-year-old Jack leads a very commonplace life in a small Ohio town. Then one day Jack skips his medicine – he suddenly feels stronger, more aggressive and more self-assured than ever before. Things start to unravel, however, when he loses control of his strength and sends his soccer field rival sailing into the net without even touching him. 

Jack soon learns the shocking truth – he is a Weirlind, part of an underground society of magical people who live among us. The houses of the Red Rose and the White Rose have feuded for centuries over control of this magical society, the Weir. Power to rule the Weir is determined by playing the Game – a magical tournament in which each house sponsors a warrior to fight to the death. 

It soon becomes apparent that Jack is not just any member of the Weirlind – he’s one of the last of the warriors – at a time when both houses are on the hunt for a player. 

Prepared by:
Michelle Pope

What Happened to Cass McBride?

Gail Giles

Little, Brown, 2006

211 pages

SUMMARY: 

After his brother commits suicide, Kyle Kirby kidnaps and buries alive Cass, the girl he holds responsible. Chapters alternate between the first-person voices of Kyle and Cass and the third-person perspective of police detective Ben (each with a unique typeface). Kyle's wrath, Cass's terror, and Ben's urgency are palpable, as is the horrifying claustrophobia, in this unnerving thriller.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK, TRY…

Playing in Traffic, Dead Girl’s Don’t Write Letters, Shattering Glass – all by Gail Giles Dead Connection by Charlie Price

Meets the Eye by Christopher Golden

WEBSITE(S): 

Author Website

http://www.gailgiles.com/Welcome.html
BOOKTALK:

Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words . . . . . . 

What happens when words hurt MORE than broken bones?

In the novel, What Happened to Cass McBride by Gail Giles, the very popular and manipulative Homecoming Queen, Cass wakes up to a terrifying situation.  She cannot move, all around her is dark, she has no idea where she is, and she has no clue what is happening to her!   

As this story unravels, the events leading to her predicament become clear to the reader, if not to Cass.  She was asked out by David, one of the social outcasts at school, and she publicly humiliated him.  He later commits suicide and his older brother, Kyle decides that Cass must pay!  He hatches a plot to kidnap Cass and bury her alive as torture for what she did to his brother.  In his mind, Cass must be held accountable for her words.  But it is through words that Kyle and Cass communicate over several terrifying days, and it is through words that Kyle and Cass confront their actions and their ultimate consequences. This is a dark, intense, terrifying, page-turner that you will have trouble putting down or EVER forgetting!

Prepared by:  Emilie Woody   

