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ALT ED

Catherine Atkins

Penguin Group, 2003

198 pages

SUMMARY:

Participating in a special after-school counseling class with other troubled students, including a sensitive gay classmate, helps Susan, an overweight tenth grader, develop a better sense of herself. 

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK TRY… 

Alice, I Think by Susan Juby

Gossip Girl by Cecily von Ziegesar

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen

Wonder When You’ll Miss Me by Amanda Davis

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS:

Language Arts:

Read the novel and write a paper comparing and contrasting the cliques in Susan’s school with the cliques in your own school.

Psychology:

Discuss the dynamics of group therapy versus individualized therapy, and debate the pros and cons of each.

Freshman Focus or Strategies for Success:

Discuss stereotyping and bullying.   

WEBSITES:

www.catherineatkins.com
www.teen-help-schools.com
BOOKTALK:

Susan has been sentenced to an after-school discussion group for her alleged involvement in vandalizing another student’s truck.  This may be the least of her problems: she’s the school fat girl, and it doesn’t help that her dad, the football coach, refuses to discuss Susan’s mother, who died five years ago. 

Prepared by: Kay Horton 


AN OCEAN APART, A WORLD AWAY

Lensey Namioka

Delacorte Press, 2002

193 pages

Summary:  

After saying good-bye to her best friend and turning down the chance to elope with a Manchu who is trying to overthrow the Chinese government, Yanyan leaves China to attend Cornell University and study to become a doctor.

If you liked this book try:

Ties That Bind, Ties That Break by Lensey Namioka

April and the Dragon Lady by Lensey Namioka

Who’s Hu? by Lensey Namioka

Red Scarf Girl by Ji-li Jiang

Bound Feet & Western Dress by Pang-Mei Chang

The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck

Curriculum Connections:

World History: The Manchu and the Qing dynasty of China

Medicine: Chinese medicine vs. Western medicine of the early 1900s

Culture/Cooking: Chinese food and how Americans have influenced 
Chinese restaurants in America

Foreign Language: Mandarin, Cantonese and other Chinese dialects

Web Sites:

Lensey Namioka
The Manchu Dynasty
Cornell University
Booktalk:

The main character, Yanyan, in An Ocean Apart, A World Away is based off of a minor character in the novel Ties That Bind, Ties That Break, also by Lensey Namioka.  Yanyan has wanted to be doctor and study western medicine ever since she was twelve years old.  When she travels to Shanghai to say good-bye to her best friend, who is leaving for America, Yanyan gains the respect of her oldest brother.  She also becomes close to his friend Baoshu, who is involved in a Manchu organization that is trying to overthrow the Chinese government.  However, Yanyan will not allow anything to get in the way of her dream of becoming a doctor.  She leaves China to attend Cornell University.  In America, she encounters culture shock, as well as a hard academic schedule, but she manages to prove that she is capable of achieving anything she sets her mind to.

Prepared by: Mollie Carter

BITTERSWEET
Lam, Drew
Clarion Books, 2003

214 pages
Summary:

Taylor Rose’s loving grandmother, who has raised her since she was an infant, has suffered a stroke and is in a nursing home.   Taylor has had a hard time adjusting and can no longer create art, which was so important in her life.  During the summer of her junior year Taylor re-establishes a relationship with her father, as well as relationships with two very different boys.   Bittersweet is the emotional story of how Taylor’s strength allows her to deal with her losses and create a new life for herself.

 If you liked this book try: 

Looking for Alibrandi by Melina Marchetta

Missing May  by Cynthia Rylant

The Truth About Forever by Sarah Dessen

Drawing Lessons by Tracy Mack

Vermeer’s Daughter by Barbara Shoup

A Face in Every Window by Han Nolan

Curriculum connections: 

Language Arts:

Write a descriptive essay about how you have dealt with sad time in your life.
Psychology:

Research grief and the different reactions people have when dealing with their loss.

Art:

Examine what happens when an artist has a block on his or her creativity.  What can he or she do to get over the creative slump?

Web sites:

National Mental Health Association – Coping with Loss – Bereavement and              Grief
Artlex Art Dictionary
 Booktalk: 

Loss, fear, jealously, sadness… You will experience all these emotions through Taylor Rose, a young lady experiencing the summer of her junior year without her beloved Grams, who has suffered a stroke and no longer recognizes Taylor.  Grams has raised Taylor since she was a baby and her mother was killed in a car accident.  Taylor’s grief causes her to lose one of the most important parts of her life, her ability to create art.  Read Bittersweet by Drew Lamm to see how Taylor Rose overcomes her artist’s block and learns to accept the losses in her life. 

Prepared by: Evelyn Newman

Comfort
Dean, Carolee
Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002

230 pages

Summary: 
Fifteen-year-old Kenny Willson wants nothing more than to get out of Comfort, Texas—fast.  Only three things stand in his way: getting the money together, convincing Cindy Blackwell to go with him, and escaping the claw like grip of his mother.

If you liked the book try:  

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton
Son of the Mob by Gordon Korman

First Part Last by Angela Johnson

Stetson by S. L. Rottman
Curriculum Connections:  Social studies, English

Web Sites:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.comfort-texas.com/chs.htm
    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/readers_guides/comfort.shtml

Book talk: 
 Kenny would give anything to exchange his family for a place in a family where two parents wanted and expected the older child to go to school every day, get good grades, and continue his education beyond high school.  Many kids would give anything to have a mom who would falsify the child’s birth certificate in order to enable the child to get a hardship driver’s license.  Kenny was not one of those kids.  Of course his mom changed fourteen-year-old Kenny’s birth certificate to indicate he way fifteen simply so Kenny could drive his father to AA meetings.  These acts by Kenny’s mother were simply part of her ongoing program to transform Roy Don Willson from ex-con to the ‘best dang country and western singer that ever lived.’ 

Kenny was a student who enjoyed school, however his mother expected Kenny to work at the family owned all-night diner and drop out of school as soon as he was sixteen. His mother made him give up both band and football in order to transport his father.  Additionally, Kenny had to work in his mother’s failing roadside café. Kenny was eligible to participate in the University Interscholastic League due to his love of poetry and his skill in writing it.  Kenny’s  mother was not in favor of having Kenny participate in any weekend school activity that took him away from working at the diner, and driving his father to required AA meetings.  Kenny thwarts his family to pursue his dream of winning a college scholarship via the UIL.

Prepared by: Linda Bryant

The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things

Mackler, Carolyn

Candlewick Press, 2003

246 pages
SUMMARY:  

Feeling like she does not fit in with the other members of her family who are all thin, brilliant, and good-looking, fifteen-year-old Virginia tries to deal with her self-image, her first physical relationship, and her disillusionment with some of the people closest to her.

IF YOU LIKED THIS BOOK TRY…

Love and Other Four Letter Words by Carolyn Mackler

Fat Kid Rules the World by K. L. Going

Alt Ed by Catherine Adkins

Hard Love by Ellen Wittlinger

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS:

Self Perception

Assertiveness

Family Problems

Weight Control

English:  Write a descriptive essay about Virginia from another family member’s perspective at the beginning of the book.  Then analyze how she has changed at the end of the story.   

Psychology: Examine Virginia’s perceptions about herself at the beginning of the book.  Compare them with her self-perception at the end of the book.  What factors changed her self-perception?

Virginia’s mother is a successful therapist for adolescents.  Why does Virginia feel so “not-perfect?” 

Health: Describe the practices Virginia uses to lose weight.  Discuss whether these are healthy methods for weight loss and why.

WEB SITES:

http://www.carolynmackler.com/index.htm
http://www.bwibooks.com/cmackler.htm (An Interview with Carolyn Mackler)

http://www.candlewick.com/bookxtras.asp?isbn=0763619582&id=&browse=Title&view=readersguide&sprd=&bktitle=The+Earth%2C+My+Butt%2C+and+Other+Big+Round+Things (Book Guide by Candlewick Press including Discussion Questions)

http://www.teenreads.com/guides/earth_my_butt1.asp#aboutthisbook (teenreads.com review, author bio, discussion questions, etc.)

BOOKTALK: 

The Fat Girl Code of Conduct - by Virginia Shreves – 1. Any sexual activity is a secret.  No public displays of affection.  2. Don’t discuss your weight with him.  3. Go further than skinny girls.  If you can’t sell him on your body, you’d better overcompensate with sexual perks.  4. Never, ever, ever, ever, ever push the relationship thing.  

Virginia believes she must live by these rules because she is not perfect and skinny like the rest of her family.  Therefore, she doesn’t deserve to have a real relationship with Froggy Welsh the Fourth (yes that is his real name).  However, once Virginia begins to see that not everyone in her family is perfect after her brother is charged with date rape and her mother admits she used to be fat, Virginia begins to re-evaluate how she wants to live her life.  Read The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things to see whether Virginia can re-make the rules of her life.


Prepared by: Charlene Zehner

EAST
Edith Pattou
Harcourt ( 2003) 

 480 pages

Summary/Book Notes: 

In a rural village in Norway, in the large family of a poor mapmaker, Rose has always felt somewhat out of place. She longs for adventure, so when an enormous white bear mysteriously shows up and asks her to come away with him in exchange for health and wealth for her family, she agrees. The bear carries her to a far away castle, where she wants for nothing, except the solution to a mystery that confronts her every night. In solving the mystery, she falls in love, discovers her purpose, and finds her travels have just begun!

If you liked this book try: 

Mira Mirror by Mette Ivie Harrison

The Goose Girl and Enna Burning by Shannon Hale 

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

Beast and Zel by Donna Jo Napoli

Beauty by Robin McKinley

The Rose and the Beast: Fairy Tales Retold by Francesca Lia Block

Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K. Le Guin

Curriculum Connections:

Language Arts: Examine the origins and purposes of fairy tales. Look at retold fairy tales. Have students choose a tale to retell with their own new twists.

Drama:  The story is written from different character’s points of view. Use excerpts for monologues. 

Web Sites:

<http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/swlinks.html> Kay Vandergrift Snow White Links

<http://www3.cerritos.edu/fquaas/resources/English100/fairytalelinks.htm> Fairy Tale Resource Page

<http://www.folkandfairy.org/> Sources for the Analysis and Interpretation of Folk and Fairy Tales

Booktalk: 
It all began with a pair of boots. It was the first gift brought to the poor mapmaker’s newborn baby girl, and everyone knew first gifts were full of meaning. The boots meant she would become a traveler, something her superstitious mother could not endure. The mother, Eugenia, held fervently to the ancient belief that children inherit the qualities of the direction in which they are born. Nymah Rose, the last daughter of eight siblings was a North-born baby. It is said that North-born babies are wild, unpredictable, intelligent, and destined to break their mothers' hearts because they all leave hearth and home to travel to the far ends of the earth. To keep her close, Rose’s mother lied and told her she had been born of the obedient and pliable East. But Rose always felt out of place, thus when a mysterious white bear appears and asks for Rose to go with him to his castle in exchange for her family’s health, she agrees, and her travels begin. The rich tale is recounted by all the characters’ viewpoints. Rose herself, her regretful father, her hopeful brother Neddy, the charmed white bear, and the troll queen whose selfish wish is the catalyst that seals Rose’s fate. This is a fresh and original retelling of the classic tale “East of the Sun, West of the Moon,” leading readers between myth and fantasy on a journey that will enchant any and all who venture into the book, East!

Prepared by: Rose Grayson
ERAGON
Christopher Paolini
Knopf, Random House, NY; ( 2003) 

509 pages

Summary/Book Notes: 

Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy—until his destiny as a Dragon Rider is revealed when he witnesses the hatching of a majestic blue dragon. Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous adventure as he hunts for his family’s murderers, for he finds himself hunted by the evil king. He is faced with many challenges and choices, and his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire. This fast paced fantasy was begun when the author was only 15 and it is the first book of a planned trilogy.

If you liked this book try: 

The Dragonriders of Pern  (and any of the Pern series) by Anne McCaffry 

Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer

Inkheart and Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke

Amulet of Samarkand, Bartimaeus Trilogy Book 1 by Jonathan Stroud

City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau

Curriculum Connections:

Art: Research dragons and dragon art. Design your own dragon.

Language Arts: Research the fantasy genre. What characteristics are common in fantasy books and in particular, books with dragons? The author stated in an interview that he drew on Old Norse, German, Old English, and Russian languages in creating his imaginary world and invented language. Discuss one language’s influence on another. Invent your own language.

Geography: Examine the map of Aagaesia that Paolini created. Discuss how the landscape created could contribute to the history and plot ideas. Create your own “imaginary world” map.

Web Sites:

<http://www.teenreads.com/authors/au-paolini-christopher.asp> Author profile and interview.

<http://www.powells.com/authors/paolini.html> Philip Pullman, Tamora Pierce, and Christopher Paolini Talk Fantasy Fiction

<http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/class/area/newsarticle/0,18077,516153,00.html> Time for 
Kids web site interview with Christopher Paolini

Booktalk: 
A young man finding his true purpose, a dragon, elves, dwarves, an evil king, and magic, all are a part of the book Eragon. Finding a mysterious blue stone, Eragon is not prepared to become bonded to its contents. But he does just that when a majestic sapphire blue dragon hatches, thrusting Eragon into the role of the first Dragon Rider in a hundred years who is not controlled by the evil ruler of the Empire. Gifted with only an ancient sword, the loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon begins a quest for his uncle’s killers initially for revenge. He soon learns, however, that the cruel king will do anything to get Saphira, the dragon, and himself to serve him. He must quickly learn to fight and just as quickly understand his own new powers and ability with magic. Eragon is a sprawling fantasy, filled with vivid characters, witty dialogue, and nail-biting battle scenes set in a magical world where a wondrous blue dragon and her rider are at the center of it all. Once read, you will be eagerly awaiting Eragon’s next adventure which is entitled Eldest. 

Prepared by: Rose W. Grayson

FAT KID RULES THEWORLD
K.L. Going

Grosset & Dunlap  June 1, 2003
187 pages
Summary/: 

An overweight, depressed teenager contemplating suicide is befriended by a skinny, school dropout, punk rocker legend who changes his life with an invitation to join his band.
If you liked this book try:

The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things by Carolyn Mackler 

Stoner & Spaz by Ron Koertge

Alt Ed by Catherine Atkins

Out of Order by A.M. Jenkins

Bottled Up by Jaye Murray

The New Rules of High School by Blake Nelson

Slumming by Kristen D. Randle

Curriculum Connections:  

Sociology:

Homelessness

Drug Abuse

Child Abuse

Psychology

Depression

Suicide

Health:

Nutrition

Fitness

Web Sites:  
http://www.klgoing.com/index2.html  K.L. Going Author Website

http://www.blubberbuster.com/   Blubber Busters, Website for Overweight Children and Teenagers

http://www.fitteen.com/   FitTeen - A Website about Fitness and Nutrition for teens

http://www.teen-drug-abuse.org    Teen Drug Abuse - Provides resources and information about addictions.

Booktalk: 
At 17 troy Billings thinks he has nothing to live for.  He is friendless, motherless and at nearly 300 pounds is still invisible to those around him. Things change for Troy when he stands over the subway tracks considering suicide and someone finally sees him - not just your average Joe,  but a high school legend named Curt MacCrae who saves Troy’s life and insists on lunch in return.  

From this moment emerges an unlikely friendship between the overweight, self loathing Troy and the skinny, sometimes homeless, dropout, punk rocker Curt.  Curt convinces Troy to be his drummer and that as “Rage Tectonic” they could become famous. There is one problem however.  How

can Troy be a drummer when he can’t play the drums.  No problem says Curt.

While taking lessons and working hard towards his goal of playing live, Troy unknowingly and gradually gains self acceptance.  He also begins to sense that there are other problems in the world other than his own and is surprised to find the tables turned when he is in the position of trying desperately to save Curt’s life.

This is not just a tale of friendship and music, it also tackles homelessness, drug addiction, dysfunctional families, and abuse.  The conclusion brings some unlikely heroes to light.

Prepared by: Kimberly Calhoun

FAULT LINE

Janet Tashjian

Henry Holt and Company, 2003

248 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

When seventeen-year-old Becky Martin, an aspiring comic, meets Kip Costello, she is caught in a mentally and physically abusive relationship.

If you liked this book try: 

Dreamland by Sarah Dessen

Breathing Underwater by Alex Flinn

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher

You Don’t Know Me: A Novel by David Klass

Curriculum Connections:

Date Abuse

Abusive Relationships

Anger Management

Teen Violence

Web Sites:

Janet Tashjian.com
Relationship Warning Signs
Controlling Anger-Before It Controls You
Booktalk:

Becky Martin, a seventeen-year-old aspiring comedian, has it all-a loving family, a terrific best friend, and success in San Francisco improv clubs.  Her life gets even better when she meets Kip Costello, a handsome, successful comedian.  They become inseparable and Kip begins to take most of her time.  Kip begins hurting Becky with words and then pulling her hair and throwing her down. When she ends up in the hospital, she must reexamine her relationship with Kip.  Will Becky wise up and end the relationship or be sucked back in to more abuse?  Read Fault Line to find out.

Prepared by:  Sally Hursey

  First Part Last
Angela Johnson

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2003

131 pages

Summary/Book Notes:  

Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter.

If you liked this book try: 

Hanging on to Max by Margaret Bechard

Mahalia by Joanne Horniman

Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff

Curriculum Connections:  

Health/Teen Parents group: 
Study the effects of teen pregnancy, teen parenthood, and preeclampsia/eclampsia.
Language Arts:

Study the use of flashbacks as a literary device.  
Web Sites:

Angela Johnson
The National Center for Fathering
Booktalk:  

Sixteen year old Bobby is raising his newborn daughter by himself in New York.  He loves her tremendously, but is struggling to adjust to his new life.
The text is so descriptive and gives a great deal of insight into the feelings of teens who become parents when their “growing-up” years have been interrupted.  
In describing his daughter, Bobby states: 
“Her eyes are the clearest eyes I’ve ever seen.

Sometimes she looks at me like she knows me.  Like she’s known
 me forever, and everything I ever thought, too.  It’s scary how she
 looks at me.

And she’s so new.  Been on the planet for only a few months.  I 
been thinking about it a whole lot lately.  I feel old.

I feel old when I wake up at three thirty in the morning and change
 her diaper, then change it again when she pees right after I put
 her sleeper back on.

I feel old when I stroll her into Mineo’s, park her by my table while 
I eat a few slices and catch up on the comics I haven’t read in weeks.

I really feel old when I’m holding her on the subway and some lady
 tells me what a good brother I am and how I’m so good with her.  I
 feel stooped over then.  You’d think I’d feel young.

For that one time on the way home I could pretend my baby is my
 sister.  I could smile at the lady and say:

“Yeah, she’s easy to deal with, my sister.”

“She looks just like me and my brothers.”

“I’d like to help my mom with her.”

Even if I’m feeling old when this stuff happens I just change her
diaper, put my food down and hold her when she cries, and tell 
the woman on the train that she’s mine.

Afterward I always kiss her, by baby, and look into her clear eyes
that know everything about me, and want me to be her daddy anyway.”
Read this book to find out how Bobby handles fatherhood.

Prepared by: Janet Kenney

FULL TILT  

                                    Neal Shusterman 

Simon & Schuster Books For Young Readers,

2003
201 pages
Summary/ Book Notes: 

Sixteen-year-old Blake and his younger brother, Quinn, and two other friends are invited by an alluring girl to an invitation-only carnival.  Blake dismisses the invitation until he discovers the card next to his comatose brother. Blake must survive seven rides at the carnival to save his brother and himself.

If you liked this book try: (16, B)

Abarat, Clive Barker

Alchemy, Margaret Mahy

The Dark Side of Nowhere, Neal Shusterman

Ender’s Game, Orson Scott Card

The Eyes of Kid Midas, Neal Shusterman

The Grave, Christopher Pike

Haunted Sister, Lael Littke

Interstellar Pig, William Sleator

It, Stephen King

Jurassic Park, Michael Crichton 

Locked Inside, Nancy Werlin

The Named, Marianne Curley

Passage, Connie Willis

Something Wicked This Way Comes, Ray Bradbury

Time Machine, H.G. Wells

Touching Spirit Bear, Ben Mikaelson

The Wild Hunt, Jane Yolen

Wish List, Eoin Colfer

Curriculum Connections:  

Eng/LA: Quick, easy read in which supernatural in literature could connect with the fantasy and sci-fi paranormal in the novel.  Thematically useful in discussions of fate, controlling one’s own destiny, motivation, teamwork as well as individual effort, sibling/familial responsibility.

Math/Physics: Describe in geometric terms or drawings the different rides that the characters must endure.  Determine stress and forces involved in the various rides.  Coordinate novel reading and field study trip to fair.  Design and build a ride, either real or imaginary.  

Psychology: Mind over matter and mind over mind.  Discuss parapsychology and paranormal.  Science versus fiction in Blake’s surreal experiences: schizophrenia and other delusional disorders. Investigate repressed memories.

Strategies or High School Intro Course: Motivation and working together toward a common goal.  Read novel as example of individual who is stronger with the cooperation of others but is ultimately responsible for his own actions.

Web Sites:  

http://www.storyman.com/  The Neal Shusterman Web Site.

http://www.npac.syr.edu/textbook/kidsweb/
General information site could be used to compare science to Shusterman’s fictional ideas.

http://www.union.lib.nc.us/ya/teenbookreviews.htm
Site with student reviews of Full Tilt and other novels.

http://www.edwardwillett.com/Columns/midway.htm
Article on carnivals to help in discussion of reality versus fantasy.

http://www.amusementtoday.com/
Site with general information about amusement parks and rides.

http://www.imaxvictoria.com/Uploads/Guides/ARTeachersGuide.pdf


Interesting site about thrill seeking with questionnaire and science activities based on movie, Adrenaline Rush. 

Booktalk:  

Sixteen-year-old Blake has always felt responsible for his troubled younger brother, Quinn.  When Quinn is found comatose in his bed with an invitation to a bizarre invitation-only carnival lying next to him that was earlier given to Blake by the mysterious Cassandra, Blake realizes he must go to the carnival to save his brother.  Blake is in for the ride of his life when he enters the carnival.  In fact, his soul and those of his two friends that accompany him are the price of admission.  Blake must survive seven different rides before dawn to reclaim his soul and his brother’s soul.  Each ride taps into Blake’s greatest fears.  With time running out, the last ride requires Blake to come to terms with his repressed childhood trauma of being the sole survivor of a school bus crash. If Blake doesn’t succeed, he will lose the souls of the two friends who accompanied him, Quinn’s soul, and his own. Together the brothers must form a bond of trust and cooperation in an effort to save their souls and the others trapped in the hellish carnival.  Is their bond enough???

Prepared by:

Brian A. Glassman

HAWKSONG

Amelia Atwater-Rhodes

Delacorte Press, New York, 2003

243 pages

Summary/Book Notes

In a land that has been at war so long that no one remembers the reason for fighting, the shape shifters who rule the two factions agree to marry in the hope of bringing peace, despite deep-seated fear and distrust of each other.

If you liked this book try :  
Snakecharm by Amelia Atwater-Rhodes
East by Edith Pattou

Eragon by Christopher Paolini
Acorna’s People by Anne McCaffrey
Into the Land of Unicorns by Bruce Coville
Curriculum Connections: 
Silent Sustained Reading
Art: draw shapeshifters

Writing: use the themes in this book to help students learn to write in fantasy genre.
Web Sites: 
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor about the author
, 
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor more facts about the author

Booktalk:
Ever heard of shapeshiffting? 
Hawksong is a wonderful novel that will captivate you from the first page.  It combines fantasy with romance and keeps the reader hooked until the very end.  Atwater-Rhodes’ unique style of writing really shines through in this novel.  Find out how far your imagination can be stretched in Hawksong.
 Prepared by: Haley Rogers
High Heat

Carl Deuker

Houghton Mifflin Company, 2003

277 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

Shane Hunter is a rich kid and also a talented baseball player who lives in Seattle.  When Shane’s father commits suicide Shane’s world is turned upside down and inside out forcing him see the real world where he discovers more about himself, baseball, and his family.
If you liked this book try…
Out at home by    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Jeannie St. John Taylor

Windmill Windup by Matt Christopher
Striking Out by Will Weaver
Curriculum Connections:
Behavior Analysis:

How could Shane have positively worked through problems? What signs of denial and depression does Shane exhibit in Part Two? Why does his mother like the young man Shane more than she liked the boy? 

Peer Mediation Programs

Discuss what caused Shane to resent Reese, the boy who moved into his house.  How/what could Shane have done differently to prevent the accident?

Discuss the differences between the wealthy and the poor societies that reign in each city.  Have a discussion with the class about why these differences are there and possible ways to change.  Relate to Shane’s life and how hard it would be for a student to adjust to a vastly different lifestyle.

Web Sites:

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Carl Deuker

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Suicide Prevention Resource Center

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor How can I improve my self-esteem?

Booktalk:

Shane Hunter a sophomore at Shorelake High School had it all: money, great friends, and baseball.  One day, his perfect world changes when Shane’s father is arrested for money laundering at his Lexus dealership and commits suicide.  Shane’s family must move to the “other” side of town that Shane despised.  Shane has a difficult time adjusting to his new life and gets in trouble for stealing and his punishment is repairing a local baseball diamond.  This brings back memories of his old life, and Shane is faced with the decision of whether or not he should join the team and continue playing the game his father taught him.  Will fear of failure overpower him or will he step up to the plate?  Read this book and find out!

Prepared by: April Crumpton
THE HOLLOW KINGDOM

Dunkle, Clare

New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2003

230 pages
Summary:

 In nineteenth-century England, a powerful sorcerer and King of the Goblins chooses Kate, the elder of two orphan girls recently arrived at their ancestral home, Hallow Hill, to be his bride and queen.
If you liked this book, try:
Hawksong by Amelia Atwater-Rhodes

Snakecharm by Ameilia Atwater-Rhodes

A Great and Terrible Beauty by Libra Bray

Pirates by Celia Rees

East by Edith Pattou

Trickster’s Choice by Tamora Pierce

Curriculum Connections:

Social Studies: Racism – Discuss the preconceived notions about race and how it affects the story.  

English: Along with many of Shakespeare’s plays (Romeo and Juliet, Othello) to illustrate preconceptions and their consequences as well as overcoming preconceptions.

Oral tradition:  (1)Stories of supernatural beings such as goblins were originally passed down orally.  Students can find a story that includes a supernatural being or create one including one of the traditional supernatural beings (fairies, trolls, goblins, etc.)

(2) Many recent young adult novels have been based on an oral tradition story and expanded.  Students can read one of these novels and explain how it differs from the original tale including how modern mores have made an impact of the story.   (For instance, deformed people were once considered beastly and were to be avoided.  Modern perception is to assist them if possible.)

(3) Fairy tales have been modified in each era to reflect the society of that era.  Students can do a comparison of the original story and the better known modern version. (Links to translations of some of the original versions are found below.) Why would the people of a specific era alter the stories in the way they did?

Psychology: Psychological effects of being placed in unfamiliar surroundings; psychological consequences of the absence of sunlight.

Web Sites:

Fairy Tales
Coventry, England
Historic Coventry
Fairy Tales: Reflections Of Society Abstracts
Tales Collected by the Brothers Grimm
Fairy Tales by Charles Perrault
Hans Christian Andersen  (has hyperlinks to translations of his stories at the bottom of the page)

Booktalk: 

Imagine moving to a completely new place only to feel that your every move is being watched.  Then to be abducted and taken to a place under ground where there is no sunlight and to be told that you would stay there forever – as the bride of the goblin king!  This is exactly what happened to Kate Winslow in nineteenth century Coventry, England. At the death of her father, she and her sister Emily move to an estate inherited from their mother, Hallow Hill.  There they meet Marak, king of the goblins.  As the story progresses, a mystery begins to unveil itself.  Someone is trying to kill the two girls.  Read Hollow Kingdom to find out how this mystery is solved.

HOUSE OF THE SCORPION

Nancy Farmer

Simon & Schuster Children's

400 pages/Hardback

Summary/Book Notes:

Farmer tackles the provocative topics of cloning, the value of life, illegal immigration and the drug trade in a coming-of-age novel set in a desolate futuristic desert. In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

If you liked this book try…

The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (Book 5) by J. K. Rowling 

Abarat by Clive Barker

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen

A Corner of the Universe by Ann M. Martin

Feed by M.T. Anderson

Holes by Louis Sachar

Curriculum Connections:

English: 

Discuss the structure of the novel. How does it resemble acts and scenes in a play? Why does the author include the Cast of Characters at the beginning of the novel? Divide the class into five groups, and assign each group a section to write as a one-act play. Take dialogue directly from the book, and use a narrator to relate the story between speakers. Matt finds order in the music of Mozart. Locate music by Mozart to use at the beginning and end of each act.

El Patrón celebrates his 143rd birthday with a large party. Though Matt was "harvested," and doesn't really have a birthday, the celebration is for him as well, since he is El Patrón's clone. How does Matt imitate El Patrón's power when he demands a birthday kiss from Mariá? Discuss how El Patrón encourages Matt's uncharacteristic behavior. Why is Mariá so humiliated by Matt's demand? How does Matt feel the crowd's disapproval?

Write a diary entry from Maria’s point of view about a particular scene.

Additional lesson plans can be found at Simon Says.
Science/Social Studies:

Students may wish to read about how scientists are using cloning for medical research today. Have them read opposing viewpoints regarding the issues of human cloning at www.humancloning.org and www.cloninginformation.org. Encourage them to debate the issues in class. How is this becoming a political issue?
Web Sites:

http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=33&pid=416532&agid=13 Simon Says

http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/elsi/cloning.shtml Human Genome Project Information: Cloning Fact Sheet

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation/specials/science/cloning/ Washington Post’s collection of current and archived articles relating to the science and politics surrounding cloning

Booktalk:

How would you feel if you found out you were a clone, exactly like someone else already living before you? At this point in our history, we don’t know anyone who has been cloned, but in The House of the Scorpions cloning is used to make field workers called “Eejits” whose brains are destroyed at birth. The eejits work in the poppy fields in a land called Opium, an area between the United States and Atzlan, once known as Mexico. Only one clone is different: Matteo Alacran has been created from the DNA of El Patron, the most powerful drug lord in this land. Matt is raised in seclusion away from the other family members and general society of Opium. At 6 years old, Matt escapes his comfortable prison when he sees some other children playing outside. As his existence becomes known, Matt finds himself torn between two worlds, clones who are treated worse than animals and humans who do not accept him as equal. Being the pampered pet of El Patron only turns the other family members against him. Matt questions his brain being left intact and in his search discovers a horrible secret.    

How can Matt find out who he is when what he is a clone -a mirror image- of a human being? How did he come to exist, and for what purpose? Can Matt ever expect to be more than what he was designed to be? It may take escaping the house of the scorpions to find out….

Prepared by: Stephanie Nichols

NEW RULES OF HIGH SCHOOL

Blake Nelson

Viking, 2003

225 pages

Summary/Book Notes: 
Max Caldwell is the consummate high school overachiever.  Straight-A student, debate team captain, future editor of the school paper, dutiful Max does exactly what is expected of him.  Until the day he inexplicably breaks up with his perfect girl friend.

If you liked this book try: 
True Confessions of a Heartless Girl by Martha Brooks

Olive’s Ocean by Kevin Henkes
Fat Kid Rules the World by K. L. Going

If High School Is A Game, Here’s How to Break the Rules, A Cutting Edge Guide to Becoming Yourself by Cheri Carter-Scott
Curriculum connections: English, sociology.

Web Sites:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.teenreads.com
,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.gnooks.com

Booktalk:  Max is sitting at a basketball game with his long time perfect girlfriend, unable to think about the game. He is focused on the fact that though he loved Cindy, as she did him, something was wrong.  They needed to talk about things, including the fact that something was wrong.  Unfortunately, the problem was they were not talking with each other and did not seem to be able to start.  Early in his junior year of high school, Max broke-up with Cindy and was unable to give any reason except they couldn’t talk.  Cindy, their friends, family, and Max himself were unable to understand exactly what has happened.  Max slogged through his junior year and into his senior year as editor of the school newspaper.  

In his job as paper editor, Max manages to have an edition of the paper so strongly censored that it is recalled from the stands. While editor, Max seeks to guide staffers, develop new features and frontiers for the paper. His success in this area leads Max into relationships with people outside his normal range.  Read this book to determine if their problem is resolved.
Prepared by: Linda Bryant
The Second Summer of the Sisterhood

Ann Brashares

Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 2003

400 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

The Traveling Pants and the Sisterhood that wears them embark on their second summer with the magic pants in this sequel. New adventures await Bridget, Lena, Carmen and Tibby as they mature and learn new things about life, family and friendship.

If you liked this book try:

Girls in Pants: The Third Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann Brashares

What My Mother Doesn't Know by Sonya Sones

Gossip Girl by Cecily Von Ziegesar

The A-List by Zoey Dean

SpellBound by Janet McDonald

Curriculum Connections:

Peer mediation

Family relations

Friendship 
Self Esteem
Web Sites:

http://www.travelingpants.com/
http://www.randomhouse.com/teens/travelingpants/
Booktalk: 

Imagine a pair of jeans that fit four friends equally well. The traveling pants are not only the most beautiful pair of jeans that ever existed; they are kind, comforting, and wise. And also they make you look really good. All year long the four friends who share them wondered what the second summer would bring. Would the pants bring them love? Joy?  New friendships? 
A summer beyond their wildest dreams? Find out in The Second Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann Brashares.
Prepared by: Sue Anne Beym
The Secret Life of Bees

Sue Monk Kidd

Viking, 2002

301 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

Fourteen-year-old Lily and her companion, Rosaleen, an African-American woman who has cared for Lily since her mother’s death ten years earlier, flee their home after Rosaleen is victimized by racist police officers, and find a safe haven in Tiburon, South Carolina at the home of three beekeeping sisters.

If you like this book try:

The Red Tent by Anita Diament

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

Sea Biscuit by Laura Hillenbrand

Curriculum Connections:

Segregation/ Civil Rights

Child Abuse/Domestic Violence

Beekeeping

Web Sites:

www.suemonkkidd.com
www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/secret_life_of_bees1.asp
Booktalk:

The bees came the summer of 1964, the summer I turned fourteen and my life went spinning off into a whole new orbit, and I mean whole new orbit.  Looking back on it now, I want to say the bees were sent to me.  I want to say they showed up like the angel Gabriel appearing to the Virgin Mary, setting events in motion I could never have guessed.  I know it is presumptuous to compare my small life to hers, but I have reason to believe she wouldn’t mind; I will get to that.  Right now it’s enough to say that despite everything that happened that summer, I remain tender toward the bees.

Lily Owens, 14 years old, is haunted by the death of her mother 10 years earlier.  Lily lives with her abusive father.  She has Rosaleen, a strong proud black woman who helps take care of her.  Following a racial fight, Rosaleen and Lily set off on a journey to Tiburon, SC where they meet the August, June, and May Boatwright, makers of Black Madonna Honey.   The “calendar sisters” help Lily piece her past and deal with her future.  Read The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd to find out what happens to Lily and Rosaleen.

Prepared by:

Pam Newton 

THE SHE

Carol Plum-Ucci

Harcourt Books, 2003

288 pages

Summary/ Book Notes:  

    Evan Barrett struggles to come to terms with the “real” reason his parents died at sea, all the while trying to help a girl his own age cope with her own struggles concerning the sea off the coast of New Jersey.  The teens’ only common thread is the belief that a sea monster, The She, destroyed their lives.  Evan’s memories tell him that The She killed his parents, but his own brother tells him otherwise.

If you liked this book try: 

   What Happened to Lani Garver by Carol Plum-Ucci

  The Body of Christopher Creed by Carol Plum-Ucci

Curriculum Connections:  

  Coping with death

  History—US History, New Jersey history and geography

  Interpersonal relations

Web Sites:  

Ocean History: Seamonsters, Mermaids, and other Sea Myths


http://pao.cnmoc.navy.mil/educate/neptune/quest/history/monster.htm

Booktalk:

 Evan Barrett has always believed that his parents were killed by a howling sea monster, who he calls The She.  But, as he grows older, his philosophical brother plants doubts in his mind:  Were his parents involved in illegal drug trafficking?  Were they even really dead?  Evan has clear and concise memories of the night on which his parents were killed and some drugs at a high school party evoke them within him.  In order to put his mind at rest, he begins to search for answers.  With the help of friends and family, Evan tries to find the truth about his parents’ death.  Has everything he has believed for over ten years been a lie?

Prepared by:

Maggie Horton

                                         Zigzag
                                         Ellen Wittlinger

                                         Simon & Schuster, 2003

                                         264 pages
Summary:  

Robin is a rising senior who has for the last two years found security and love in her boyfriend Chris.  The problem is that Chris is a year older and has just graduated from high school.  Rather than staying in Iowa for college, Chris is going back east to school as soon as he completes a ten-week trip to Rome.  Robin’s single mom has a new boy friend for the first time ever. Robin feels so lonely and dejected that she agrees to go on a cross-country trip with her recently widowed aunt and her two younger, obnoxious cousins.

If you liked this book try: 

Deep (Susannah Vance)

Slumming (Kristen Randle)

Bottled Up (Jaye Murray)

Out of Order (A. N. Jenkins)

Full Tilt (Neal Shusterman)

Alt Ed (Catherine Atkins)

Curriculum Connections:  

Self-Image

Family Relationships

Codependency

Friendship

Travel

Web Sites:  

About the author
Dysfunctional Families
Codependency
American West
Booktalk: 
 Robin and Chris are from very different backgrounds. He is the son of two physicians and Robin is the daughter of a single parent mom who is a nurse.  Robin loves Chris with all her heart and he says he loves her, but he is clearly excited about his future and leaving Iowa. Its summer and she can’t imagine what she’ll do without Chris.  She’s so desperate that she agrees to help her aunt drive her two cousins on a zigzag trip across the American west.  The trip is a lot harder than Robin ever imagined it would be. She finds herself becoming the buffer in this grieving, dysfunctional family as she helps them come to terms with each other and themselves.  Robin surprises herself with her strength and ability. Read about her trip across the American west and the discoveries that Robin makes. 

Prepared by: Tookie Harrop
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